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A Letter From the Head of School
Dr. Donnette T. Dais
Involvement Equals Excellence
Excellence Requires Engagement
Dear RTCA Family:
On behalf of the entire Reid Temple Christian Academy (RTCA) Community,
it is my pleasure to extend a heartfelt welcome to each student, parent, faculty,
and staff as we prepare to begin the 2017-2018 school year. To the new
members of our family, we are excited about the gifts and talents that God has
given you that will benefit our entire community. We hope that you will quickly
feel at home and become involved in our school life. Our community recalls
we started last year with the slogan “Involvement Equals Excellence”. This year we are expanding this slogan to include, “Excellence
Requires Engagement”.
During last year, I had the privilege of serving on a panel of educators on Parental Engagement and its connection to a student’s
success. This link was one of the tenets all educators and parents agreed had a significant effect on student achievement. The one view
that educators and parents disagreed on was who was at fault for lack of parental engagement. Some people believed that it was the
parents’ fault that they were not engaged in their children’s education. Others felt it was the school’s fault that either parent did not
feel welcomed, were only given opportunities for surface engagement, or asked to do meager tasks that did not affect students or the
school. At this event, the Lord placed the following analogy in my spirit to share, “parent involvement is to taking your child to church
to learn about Christ as parent engagement is to bringing Christ wherever your child goes so they can experience Him.” From this
point, I have been praying about how to welcome our parents to be engaged in a real way at Reid Temple Christian Academy. This tall
task will take much work, but one of my favorite sayings is, “How do you eat an elephant? One bite at a time!” So, the first bite will
be to bring parents and educators together daily to work collaboratively to achieve essential tasks.
Our parent engagement campaign this year will be, “My Day at RTCA.” Of the 15 volunteer hours (30 hours for financial aid and
scholarship recipients), 8 hours will be acquired through participation in this campaign. It is our goal to have at least two RTCA
parents in our building daily. During this time, parents will welcome our students as they arrive, observe one of their children’s
classes, support RTCA students by helping with science lab, providing public speaking tips to our Youth Toastmasters class, training
our students on video and media production, cyber security or coding in our technology class, having lunch with their children,
meeting with RTCA staff representative about their goals for their children and expectations of RTCA, completing an RTCA survey,
and ending the day blogging about their experiences. Why is this the first bite? Until we truly get to know each other and each other’s
expectations, it’s hard to meet them.
Albert Einstein wrote, “Everyone is a genius. But if you judge a fish by its ability to climb a tree, it will live its whole life believing
that it is stupid.” We want to know our students and parents better and we want our students and parents to know, help chart, and
support the achievement of Reid Temple Christian Academy’s goals and objectives. This knowledge will allow us to see each other
as Christ sees us, beautifully and wonderfully made designed to be iron so we can sharpen each other. Our future is bright when we
allow God to be our light. So again, thank you for joining us on this awesome journey of learning as we forge onward and upward
to follow our vision of spiritual and academic excellence as our students are transformed into Global Christian Citizens as we follow
our path mapped by God.
Enclosed in this packet is information that we feel will make the transition smooth for both you and the Academy for the 2017-2018
school year. Please take some time to review its contents thoroughly and often. Should you have any questions, please feel free to
contact the school office during our regular business office hours from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm during the school year.
May God be glorified in all that we do!
Blessings,
Dr. Donnette Dais
Head of School

TABLE OF CONTENTS
Pg. 4		

Letter from Head of Early Childhood

Pg. 5		

Letter from Head of Lower and Middle School

Pg. 6		

New This School Yer

Pg. 8		

General Information

Pg. 17		

Admissions and Parent Engagement

Pg. 18
Pg. 19		

Parent Engagement
Annual Fund

Pg. 20		

Before Care/After Care Program

Pg. 21		

Supply Lists

Pg. 26		

High School Admissions Corner

Pg. 29

Athletic Program

Pg. 30		

Calendar

Pg. 31		

Directory

A Letter from the Head of Early Childhood
Ms. Brenda Bethea

A Letter from the Head of Lower and Middle School
Mrs. Khadeejah Smith
Dear RTCA Families,

Greetings,
Welcome to RTCA School Year 2017-1018!!! As a longtime teacher, parent,
and grandparent, I know well the feelings of excitement and trepidation that
accompany the new school year. RTCA is an institution designed to help us
come together to promote Christian values, to gain a common sense of
purpose and a fuller understanding of how we can nurture our young
Conquerors to soar and dream big. This is a great time to renew our commitments to ourselves as parents and as teachers to serve our children and The Academy to the fullest.
Our teachers have become rejuvenated through their participation in two weeks of professional learning. We have studied
the book, Teaching With Your Strengths by Liesveld and Miller, worked with an educational consultant on The Reggio Emilia
Approach to teaching early learners, examined the curriculum pacing to assure achievable alignment with our assessments,
reviewed how to use data to inform instruction, studied the Principles and Practices of Christian Early Education 2.0 from
ACSI, and revisited the plans for our established policies and practices. This is certainly not an exhaustive account of all that
was covered. Needless to say, we are so excited to put into practice what we have learned to be an excellent teacher.

I hope this letter greets you with a warm heart-filled gratitude. I am
overwhelmed with gratitude because I finished my first year, knowing how
much you care about your children’s academic progress by the questions, emails
and participation in PTSA. I now know how much you are willing to sacrifice for
your child’s school continual growth by the volunteer hours you all completed,
and for most three quarters into the school year. I now know how you hold your
child/children’s teacher in high esteem by the way you honored
them for Teacher Appreciation Week and graduation. I have learned immensely about who the RTCA family is and I
thank you.
I have spent the summer in much reflection around our progression to the next level. Our test scores suggest we are not
only on the right track but as a school we are on an upward trajectory to academic excellence in reading, writing and
math. As we welcome the 2017-2018 school year, I wanted to continue to strengthen the parent and school partnership
with a theme around "Mirrors". I truly believe in order for a child to reach their highest potential and for a school to be
the most impactful we must mirror best practices. We need to begin to speak the same language at school and in the
home. I want to share the way lower and upper school have decided to achieve this.

Prayerfully, you will find many opportunities this year to work with our teachers, support our programs, volunteer, form or
renew your camaraderie with your fellow parents, and enjoy the year. We know you all have good ideas and suggestions and
we welcome your feedback. The Scripture says, “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not
depart from it.” (Proverbs 22:6) As always we want us to be in a partnership with you to work in the best interest of your
child and your family.

1.

Teacher created videos that model instructional strategies being used in the classroom.

2.

Increase writing in all grades by using a 5-step writing process. It will be used by students in the classroom
and at home.

3.

Utilizing math foldables that students will have at school and create one to keep at home.

This is going to be the best year yet at RTCA!!! Together we are going to achieve our STEM and global citizenry goals.

4.

Individualized supports using Moby Max (Lower school) and Test Innovators (Upper school).

I wish you peace, love, and blessings.

5.

Personalized Learning Plans

Ms. Brenda Bethea
Head of Early Childhood

I believe that a lucid instructional environment allows our teachers to push students to their highest levels of academic
achievement and empowers parents to continue to strengthen the partnership with Reid Temple Christian Academy.
Lastly, I feel privileged to be a part of the RTCA school family. I thank you for your support and look forward to meeting
our new families and reuniting with our returning families.
Blessings,

4

Mrs. Khadeejah Smith M.A.T, M.Ed.
Head of Lower and Middle School
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International Student
Teaching Program and
Chinese Culture
RTCA is pleased to announce the partnership with
the National Chiayi University. For the 2017-2018
school year, RTCA will host 8 student teachers from
August through October. These student teachers
will be partnered with RTCA current mandarin
teachers to support academic attainment, aid our
students in fluency, and lead a Chinese Culture
Awareness Program for all our students.

The model will work best if it is embedded into the
curriculum. This model will benefit our students in
several ways:
o More time with the material
o Elevates the Math/Language Arts they receive
daily
o Year-long course to strengthen test-taking
skills in general
o Individualized support for each student
o Ability to work within the prescribes curriculum or
increase preparation with 24-hour access to
development courses
o More detailed reports to see where strengths and
weaknesses are for individual students
Please know that it is with prayerful consideration that
we are adjusting our delivery of the SSAT prep class.
SSAT prep will begin the first week of school. The
teachers, administrators, and staff are confident that
this is a more efficient way to prepare our students to
compete and be prepared for the application process
to top-notch independent schools.

The administration has been working diligently to
provide optimal opportunities for teaching and
learning. We are constantly seeking to maximize our
academic rigor. The exciting news is that we are always
moving forward with cutting edge curriculum delivery.
With thoughtful prayer and consultation, we have
partnered with Test Innovators. Together, we will
deliver a more comprehensive SSAT preparatory
program for students in grades 5 through 8.
The SSAT measures the verbal, math, and reading skills
students need for successful performance in
independent schools. It’s an indispensable tool that
gives admission professionals an equitable means to
assess and compare applicants, regardless of their back
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NEW THIS SCHOOL YEAR!

ground or experiences.

Kindness Project

For students in Kindergarten through Grade 5, RTCA will
be utilizing a new program called “NoRedInk”. This program was developed to help students improve their grammar
and writing skills using their personal interests and adaptive
learning. NoRedInk provides:
o High Interest Content - generate every sentence from students’ favorite celebrities, friends, and interests, making the
content inherently fun

The Bible declares in Proverbs 18:21a, “Death and life
are in the power of the tongue”. This year students, parents,
faculty and staff will participate in a year-long Kindness
Project. The purpose of this project is not to eliminate
natural conflicts and differences of opinions, but to teach
and model to our students, how to confront conflict without
being confrontational. Take a look at this video for more
information, http://www.jointhekindnesschallenge.com/.
We will start with a 30-Day Kindness Challenge and then
continue with our new habits for the remainder of the school
year with quarter Kindness Celebrations
3-Step 30 Day Kindness Challenge

o Adaptive Learning - provides differentiated instruction,
adjusting questions based on each student’s needs. When
learners get stuck, we show them tutorials that help them correct their mistakes and keeps going.
o Tracks Student Progress - Color-coded “heat maps,” grade
books, and growth charts allow teachers and students to track
progress over time. Teachers can use class trends to inform
instruction.

Parent Technology Training
New in 2017-2018, the RTCA Faculty and Staff will be hosting
“Parent Technology Training” sessions. These sessions will provide hands on instructions with:
o
o
o
o
o

Plus Portal – August 15th
Wonders – August 17th
Everyday Math – August 22nd
Test Innovators – August 24th
NoRedInk – August 31st

All sessions will be held in the RTCA Library starting at 4pm.

Step 1: Say nothing negative about a person either to them
or about them to someone else
Step 2: Every day find one positive thing you can praise or
affirm and tell them and tell someone else
Step 3: Every day do one small act of kindness of
generousity for them

New Families Quarterly Check-In
(Meet and Greet)
Starting a new school can sometimes be challenging.
To assist all new families, RTCA Admissions Office
will be hosting “New Families Quarterly Check-Ins
(Meet and Greet)”. These check-ins will include
current parent ambassadors connecting with new
families to discuss strategies and tactics for
transitioning into RTCA. Topics will include:
o Navigating Re-Enrollment Fees/Getting
the Most Out of RTCA – October 17th
o Financial Aid – February 20th
o Preparing for Year 2 – May 15th
The sessions will be held in the RTCA Library starting at 5:30 pm.
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Our parent engagement campaign this year will be, “My Day at RTCA”. Of the 15 volunteer hours (30
hours for financial aid and scholarship recipients), 8 hours will be acquired through participation in this
campaign. It is our goal to have at least two RTCA parents in our building daily. During this time, parents
will welcome our students as they arrive, observe one of their children’s classes, support RTCA students
by helping with science lab, providing public speaking tips to our Youth Toastmasters class, training our
students on video and media production, cyber security or coding in our technology class, having lunch
with their children, meeting with RTCA staff representative about their goals for their children and
expectations of RTCA, completing an RTCA survey, and ending the day blogging about their
experiences.

d then
school

My Day at RTCA Campaign
Tentative Schedule

them

7:45 am---Arrive at RTCA Main Office (staff member will meet and
greet you and provide you with information about the day)

ise or

7:55 am--8:20 am Welcome RTCA Students and Parents
8:20 am to 8:40 am Participate in RTCA Chapel
8:45 am to 9:00 am Meet with a Member of RTCA Administrative Staf
9:00 am to 10:00 am Observe and Support Your Child’s Class
10:00 am to 1:00 pm Support RTCA Initiative
Either 11:00 am-12:00 on or 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm Have Lunch and
Recess With Your Child
1:00 pm to 2:00 pm Support RTCA Initiative
2:00 pm to 3:15 pm Complete RTCA Survey, Blogging, or Social
Media Post
3:15 pm to 3:45 pm Welcome RTCA Parents at Dismissal
3:50 End of My Day at RTCA		
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Preschool and Lower
School Tardy Policy
Upon being signed in with parent escort, students should
report to their homeroom classes.

Office Hours
Beginning, August 21, 2017, the Reid
Temple Christian Academy administrative
office is open Monday through Friday from
8:00 am to 5:00pm. The After Care Office
is open until 6:00pm and will be located in
the Genesis Laboratory from 5:00 pm to
6:00 pm. Parents are encouraged to call or
email The Academy during these hours. The
Academy’s phone number is 301-860-6570.

New Parent Orientation
RTCA would like to welcome all of our new
2017-2018 school year families to a special
presentation where parents will be provided
information on:
o The “RTCA School Life”
o Expectations for New Parents and Students
o Making A Smooth Transition into RTCA
o Academic Subjects
o Frequently Asked Questions
The first session will be held on Friday, July 28th
for Pre-K2 and Pre-K3 new families. The second
session will be held on Friday, August 18th for
Pre-K4 through Grade 8 new families. Both
sessions will be held in the RTCA Library starting
at 5:00 pm.

Pre-K2 through Grade 4 teachers will be prepared to
receive students at 7:55 am.
Students arriving in their homeroom classes or chapel
after 8:10 am will be marked tardy. The sign-in
attendance will be available to sign-in families until 8:40
am daily. Parents arriving after 8:40am should go to the
main office for sign-ins.
Middle School Tardy Policy
Middle School students are allowed to sign-in without
parent escort after 7:45 am and should go to their lockers
if needed and then directly to their homeroom classes.
Grade 5 through Grade 8 teachers will be prepared to
receive students at 7:55 am. Students found in the
building before 7:45 am or in a restricted area will be
required to have parental sign-in daily.
Students arriving in their homeroom classes or chapel
after 8:10 am will be marked tardy. The sign-in attendant
will be available to sign-in families until 8:40 am daily.
Students arriving after 8:40am should go to the main
office for sign-ins.
Please note that daily chapel attendance is a part of the
middle school religion grade. Students present at the
beginning of chapel will automatically receive full
attendance credit. Students who are tardy to chapel will
receive partial credit. Student missing the entire
chapel will receive no credit. The only exceptions are
excused school absences and doctor’s visit accompanied
by an official note.

GENERAL INFORMATION
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My Day at RTCA Campaign
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Back to School Nights
Parents, don’t forget to mark your calendars for the Back to
School Nights. This is the time that you will be able to meet your
child(ren) teachers and obtain pertinent information for the
upcoming school year.
o Pre-K2 and Pre-K3 families – August 4th
o Pre-K4 through Grade 8 families – August 25th
Pre-K2 and Pre-K3 sessions will be held in the RTCA Library
starting at 6:00 pm. Pre-K4 thru Grade 8 session will be held in
Sanctuary starting at 6:00 pm.

Coffee and Tea with the
Head of School
Coffee/Tea with the Head of School has returned
for the 2017-2018 school year. Parents, come out to
share your goals for your child in the new school year
and hear directly from the Head of School. All the
sessions will be held in Fellowship Hall #4 at 8:00am.
So mark your calendars now.
o Pre-K2 through Kindergarten – September 7th
o Grades 1 through 4 – September 14th
o Grades 5 through 8 – September 21st

For the 2017-2018 school year, RTCA is establishing a prayer line especially for our fathers
so that they can join together and pray for our students, families, and RTCA. The prayer
line will be opened on the 4th Tuesday of every month from 8:00 am to 8:15 am. There is
great power when fathers come before the Lord and intercede on behalf of their families.
We hope you can join us.
2 Chronicles 7:14: “If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and
pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I
will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”
You can also dial in using your phone.
United States: +1 (872) 240-3212
Access Code: 868-653-301

New for this year – quarterly check-in with parents
that participate at the Coffee/Tea on their child(ren)
progress.

Mother’s J.O.Y. (Jesus, Others, Yourself)

Please come with two goals (one academic and one
social goal) you have for your child this school year
on an index card with your child’s name, your name,
and the best email and phone number to contact you
quarterly.

Back by popular demand – Mother’s J.O.Y. will return for the 2017-2018 school year. This
year, we are taking it to a new level with deeper revelation and testimonies from our current
RTCA mothers. We will be encouraged and strengthen to continue in our daily walk.
Mother’s J.O.Y. will be held on the 1st Tuesday of the month from 8:00 am to 8:15 am in
Joshua.
“Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a certain village, where a woman named
Martha welcomed him into her home. She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s
feet and listened to what he was saying. But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she
came to him and asked, Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by
myself? Tell her then to help me. But the Lord answered her, Martha, Martha, you are worried
and distracted by many things; there is need of only one thing.
Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away
from her”. Luke 10:38-42
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F.A.I.T.H. (Fathers Accelerating Issues to
Heaven Prayer Call)

Grade 5 thru Grade 8 Music Requirement

Pre-K2 through Grade 1

Tuesday, October 3rd @ 6:15pm
Tuesday, February 27th @ 6:15pm

Music Sign - Up Sheet (Grades 5 thru Grade 8)

Grades 2 through 8		

Tuesday, October 24th @ 6:15pm
Tuesday, March 6th @ 6:15pm

Health Room
The Health Room is open from 8:00am until 5:00pm. Services provided by our Certified Nurse Aide includes first
aid, managing medical emergencies, and monitoring ill students until a parent arrives to pick them up. The Health
Room does not supply medications to students; all medications (prescription or over-the-counter) must be provided
by the parents. Please see the Parent-Student Handbook for the updated medication policy. Please make sure your
contact information is current. This will enable us to contact you more efficiently should there be an emergency.
Students should remain home when they are sick with fevers, diarrhea, vomiting and contagious ailments until they
are 24 hours free of symptoms without medication or cleared by a doctor. In the event that your child has a contagious
ailment, please contact the Health Room so we can take pre-cautionary measures.

Volunteer Authorization
All RTCA families are required to provide 15 hours of volunteering per family. All families receiving financial
aid or scholarships must provide 30 hours. New this year – All families will be required to spend 8 of their 15
(or 30) volunteer hours participating in “My Day at RTCA” activities. Families not meeting these requirements
will be billed $375 at the end of the year through F.A.C.T.S. incidental billings. Please note that this amount is
not prorated. The PTSA manages volunteer hours through Signup.com and provides families with quarterly
status.
For the safety of our students, all volunteers participating in any of our overnight field trips are required to undergo a
background screening. To complete the background screening process, please click on the link “volunteer
authorization” on our website www.reidtempleacademy.com. Please note that RTCA must receive the screening
results prior to the trips. Only those who have completed and pass the background screening may volunteer to
participate in an overnight trip. Families who have government and other security clearance are not exempt from this
requirement.
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All students in Grades 5-8 are required to participate in band or orchestra during the school day for their music
grade.
This sign-up sheet is divided into families of instruments. The student will choose the family of instruments that
he/she is interested in playing during the 2017-2018 school year. Within each family of instruments, the student
will make a 1st, 2nd, and 3rd choice of instrument. The exception to this is the percussion family in which students
will play all instruments in the family. Please email this form to rmciver@reidtempleacademy.com. Mr. McIver will
confirm the instrument for your child to play.
Student Name_________________________________________________ Grade_____________________
The String Family (Orchestra)
______Violin 		

______Viola 		

______Cello 		

______Bass

The Woodwind Family (Band)
______Flute ______ Clarinet

______Oboe ______Saxophone

______Bass Clarinet

The Brass Family (Band)
______Trumpet ______French Horn

______Trombone ______Tuba

______Baritone Horn/Euphonium

The Percussion Family (Band)
Percussion Family _________
**NOTE: All students who leave their instruments in the classroom or hallway overnight will be charged a $2.00
fee per day. These fees will be charged through F.A.C.T.S. Management incidental billing.**

GENERAL INFORMATION

We encourage all parents to attend these events. Administrators and teachers
will be sharing valuable information about the curriculum, classroom
expectations, and daily school activities.

GENERAL INFORMATION

GENERAL INFORMATION

Semester Meetings
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Uniforms
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All American Wear
5001 Forbes Blvd, Lanham, MD 20706
(301) 459-5000
Risse Brothers
9700 Martin Luther King Jr. Highway,
Lanham MD 20706
(301) 220-1985
Uniform Reminder
From the Parent-Student Handbook:
All students MUST wear their official Academy dress or physical education uniform daily. Teachers will
be required to do uniform checks daily to make sure that students are adhering to this policy. RTCA
administration will conduct two unannounced uniform inspections every month to make sure that
students are consistently adhering to this policy. Please help us not interrupt the learning process and
ensure that your child has on the required uniform. We do understand that from time to time, there may
be an extenuating circumstance that causes a child to be out of the correct uniform. Please contact
the Head of Early Childhood or Head of Lower/Middle School by the beginning of the school day via
email or phone to explain the circumstance.
If a student is out of uniform, the following infraction consequences will apply to all students in Grade
1 thru Grade 8:
New This Year: Academy Logo iron-on patches are available for students in Pre-K4 thru Grade 5 to be
worn on shirts, jumpers, etc., and can be purchased in the main office:
o 3 patches for $10.00
o 5 patches for $15.00
NOTE: Every student must wear the required attire on field/incentive trips. Failure to adhere to the
policy may result in the student remaining on campus.
Common Violations Not Allowed
• Wrong shoes (colorful shoes or tennis shoes on dress uniform day)
• No ties or crossbows
• Wrong color pants (dark grey pants or the 5th grade pants during the 6th grade year)
• Head adornment, headbands, or bows not complimentary to uniform
• Colorful Socks (non-solid color socks)
Please refer to the Parent-Student Handbook for additional information and samples of correct and
incorrect uniforms.

School Schedule

GENERAL INFORMATION

GENERAL INFORMATION

Our school uniform providers are:

Before Care/After Care Start and Dismissal Time
Students must enroll for the Before Care and or After Care Program for the entire year. Before Care activities
include free play and a breakfast snack.
Before Care Time: 6:45am - 8:00am
(Pre-K2 through Grade 8)
After Care Time: 3:30pm - 6:00pm
(Pre-K2 through Grade 5)
4:30pm - 6:00pm
(Grades 6 through 8)
After Care activities include homework help, free play, extra-curricular specials and afternoon snack. RTCA
offers only full-time participation in our before and after care. Occasional emergency drop-ins are allowed with
notifi-cation for $30 per offering to be paid through F.A.C.T.S. incidental billing.
Go to www.reidtempleacademy.com to register for after school specials on or after Friday, August 11, 2017.

Late Policy
Parents of students who are not picked up at the required time
(3:30pm for preschool and lower school students not in after
care; 4:30pm for middle school students not in after care; and
6:00pm for all after care students) will be assessed a late fee at
the rate of $1.00 per minute for the first 20 minutes of late pickup and $5.00 per minute thereafter. The fees will be charged on
your F.A.C.T.S. account at the end of each month. Parent will
receive notification from F.A.C.T.S. about when the late fees
will be drafted from your accounts. Any questions should be
directed to The Academy’s Business Office.
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All families have been assigned a Plus Portal
account to provide you with very important
information about our school, emergencies,
and your child’s current academic standing
in each class. At your convenience, you can
access attendance information, homework
and test due dates, missed work, and graded
assignments. Grades are updated as soon as
teachers enter them into the system.

es

only
notifi-

Homework
Homework is an essential tool to ensure that
our students are mastering the required
content. Homework provides us with an
opportunity to devise a plan to provide
remediation or enrichment as needed.
Although parents are active participants in the
homework process, homework should be a
reflection of what our students know and are
able to do. In general, the approximate amount
of time a student should spend on his or her
homework is as follows:
Pre-K2 thru Kindergarten 15-20 minutes
Grade 1-Grade 2 30 minutes
Grade 3 30-45 minutes
Grade 4 60 minutes
Grade 5-Grade 8 60-75 minutes

Our students have access to online curricular
support in Reading, Language Arts, Math, Science,
Spanish, and Mandarin. These support websites
range from self-directed quizzes to videos of
multiple ways to solve problems. Please make
sure that your child takes advantage of these
resources:
Moby Max
www.mobymax.com
Test Innovators
www.ssatpracticetest.com
NoRedInk
www.noredink.com
Wonders
https://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/
login.do
Mathematics
https://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/
login.do
Science
https://www-k6thinkcentral.com/epc/start.do
RTCA will pass out usernames and passwords
at the back to school night event.

Are you ready to have an extraordinary year? Welcome to Reid Temple Christian Academy (RTCA), home of the
Conquerors! Romans 8:37 states, “No, in all things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.” Everyday
we will embark on all the wonderful ways to pour into our students to show them what it means to be a Conqueror by
reinforcing “The Conqueror’s Way” in all we do!
I Am Respectful
I Am Responsible
I Am Ready to Learn
I Am a Representative of Christ
It is our vision to develop Global Christian Citizens equipped to positively impact the world through
Communication, Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics. RTCA is an environment where your children
will flourish in their development of biblically-based values, promotion of intellectual curiosity, and reinforcement of
cultural awareness and social responsibility.
On behalf of our Pastor, Rev. Dr. Lee P. Washington, our Head of School, Dr. Donnette T. Dais, RTCA Board of
Directors, RTCA’s faculty & staff we thank you for entrusting us with your children’s education. RTCA believes in
taking a holistic approach to education by ministering to the whole child: mind, body and spirit. Our goal is to create an
environment where all children feel loved, nurtured, safe and supported. We understand the investment our families
have chosen to make for their children by choosing a Christian Education. We believe in creating an environment where
a true partnership is fashioned into what we call our “Community of Learners”. Administrators, teachers, stu-

dents and parents work closely together to build this unified and cohesive team. Throughout the year, we will
provide opportunities for all members of our community to work together to make our school and
community a better place. We will provide opportunities for us to pray together, worship together, learn
together, and serve others together as we help our students learn how to engage in continual self-evaluation
and reflection to equip them for life, service to God and commitment to their fellow man. At Reid Temple
Christian Academy, we believe in all of our students’ dreams, and we encourage them to dream big! So, thank
you for being a part of our dream team. May God bless you and keep you and welcome to RTCA School
Year 2017-2018!
The Admissions Team
Stay connected to the latest RTCA news & events via the following social media sites: Website, Plus
Portal, Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

Come be a Conqueror
for the Day!
Schedule a time to have prospective children
from your sphere of influence come to shadow with RTCA! Prospective students will
have an opportunity to be paired with one of
our student ambassadors for the day and dive
into the world of RTCA!
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The Admissions Team
Stay connected to the latest RTCA news & events via
the following social media sites: Website, Plus Portal,
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram
Upcoming Events
Open House for prospective families
Thursday, November 16, 2017 at 6:00pm
Thursday, December 7, 2017 at 6:00pm
Thursday, January 18, 2018 at 6:00pm
Thursday, February 15, 2018 at 6:00pm
Thursday, March 15, 2018 at 6:00pm
Thursday, April 19, 2018 at 6:00pm

ADMISSIONS & PARENT ENGAGEMENT

Plus Portal

Enrichment Activities

Greetings from the
Admissions and Parent
Engagement Office
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Parent Teacher Student Association (PTSA)

PTSA Officers:
President: Jennifer Lucas
Vice-President, Lower & Middle School: Tina Long
Vice-President, Early Childhood: TBA			
Treasurer: Colin Duncan					
Secretary: Elizabeth Carter					
Communications Coordinators: Stacey Carter		
Volunteer Coordinators: Victoria Smith, Brandi Peters, Carlton Drew

second Tuesdays of the month.
The meetings will be held in Fellowship Hall #1 starting at 6:15
pm.

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

September 12th
October 10th
November 14th
December 12th
January 9th
February 13th
March 13th
April 10th
May 8th

Parent Teacher Conferences
Parents are encouraged to maintain open dialogue with teachers and to attend scheduled Parent Teacher
Conferences. Parent Teacher Conferences are held when classes are not in session and may or may not
include the student at the discretion of the parents. Conferences are structured to coincide with the
issuance of report cards. Parents should schedule an appointment to meet teachers at this time, especially
if their child is in need of learning reinforcement. Parents may also speak with teachers on days outside
of these dates. Parents may call teachers directly or may contact them via email. Parents should expect a
reply within 48 hours during normal business hours. Parents should expect a longer response time
between request and feedback during weekends and holidays. Parents should also refrain from having
mini-conferences during drop off, chapel, and pick up times.

When we create the best learning environment for our children we give them the tools to shape their world.
The RTCA Annual Fund underwrites the core programs and objectives of RTCA. The Annual Fund offers
a unique opportunity for individuals to partner with RTCA in giving our children the best teaching
methodology, technology, and tools for learning. Your financial support allows The Academy to bridge
the gap between tuition revenue and the actual costs of providing a quality education for our students.
Annual Fund gifts are absolutely vital in supporting the operating budget of RTCA. All donations are tax
deductible.
Who Should Give
The wonderful aspect of the Annual Fund is that anyone can give any amount and those gifts go directly
into educating our students. A financial gift in support of our students today yields far greater
returns for their future. Our students deserve the best education and that is why we ask that you partner
with us in giving your best gifts. We also ask that you invite friends, family members, co-workers, civic
organizations and employers to join in gift matching. This will increase the impact of your gifts and help
us reach our goal.
Ways to Give
RTCA accepts gifts by money order, check or credit card, delivered in person or by mail. Please make
checks and money orders payable to RTCA – Annual Fund. You can also make a credit card gift online
by clicking the “Make a Gift” button on The Academy website at http://reidtempleacademy.com/pages/
page. asp?page_id=222681. We accept Visa and Master Card.

ANNUAL FU ND

Meeting
Dates:
PTSA meetings will be held on the

RTCA Annual Fund

PARENT ENGA G EMENT

Parent Teacher Student Association (PTSA) meetings are every second Tuesday of the month unless otherwise
noted on the Academic Calendar. PTSA meetings are open forums for parents, teachers, and students to provide
enrichment activities and programs that promote The Academy’s mission and vision. These meetings also provide
opportunities for parents, teachers, and students to discuss issues that concern students, activities, and programs
at The Academy. PTSA is not the forum for individual parent concerns. Parents who would like an issue placed
on the PTSA agenda should send a written request to the PTSA president by the 1st Tuesday of each month (email:
PTSA@reidtempleacademy.com). The PTSA President is also a member of the Reid Temple Christian Academy
Board of Directors.

For more information on the Annual Fund, please contact Mrs. Dudley, Head of Business Management at
301-860-6570.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Archery
Chess
Choir
Tiny Chefs
Wacky Science
P.O.M. Squad
Zumba
Aviation
Color Me Mine Pottery
Coding, Lego Robotics and Fun with Makerbot 3D Printer
Kung Fu
Jr. Culinary Masters
Liturgical Dancing
Soccer Shots
Swimming

After Care Specials are ONLY available to students enrolled in after care. Visit our After Care Vendor
Showcase on Back to School Night to experience the extra-curricular activities offered this year. After
Care specials begins September 11th through June 1st (except Jr. Culinary Masters which is 3 months).
All extra-curricular registration is completed online and is on a first come first serve basis.
Registration begins on August 11, 2017. Families can make changes up to October 31st without
incurring a change fee. Thereafter, the change fee is $15 per change. Families who choose to cancel
their extra-curricular activity will be charged for one additional month pass their official written
withdrawal.
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PRE-K2 and PRE-K3
• 1 Large book bag (Please no wheels or toddlers book bags). The book bag should be large enough so all
materials fit in 1 bag at the end of the day
• Pencil pouch (soft pouches only) – For Pre-K3 only
• 1 extra large ziploc bag with change of clothes
• 1 change of clothing (must be official uniform)
• 2 pairs of underwear and socks
• Pre-school nap sack (includes blanket and attached pillow. Please do not include bedsheets.
• 2 Mead primary journals For Pre-K2 only 1 needed
• 2 glue sticks
• 1 Fisker scissors that does not cut clothing and hair
• 1 large box of tissues – The teacher will tell you when to bring to school.
• 1 container of hand wipes – The teacher will tell you when to bring to school.
• 1 container of sanitizing wipes (Lysol or Clorox) – The teacher will tell you when to bring to school.
• 1 bottle of hand sanitizer – the teacher will tell you when to bring to school
• 1 box Crayola crayons (primary colors)
• 2 large Ziploc bags for soiled clothing
• 1 bucket sun hat
• one plastic smock or large t-shirt for art projects – For Pre-K3 only
General Notes:
• Two light and healthy snacks should be sent each day
• Students in after care should have a small labeled ziploc bag with a non-uniform change of clothes,
pull-ups, and wipes.

SUPPLY LISTS

RTCA families experience convenience and skill building with the following after school activities:

BEFORE CARE/AFTER CARE PROGRM

ANNUAL FU ND

After Care Extra-Curricular Activities: These programs are designed to offer enrichment and fun
through the Arts and Sciences. This affords the families the means of satisfying the extra evening
activities that you would normally participate in following the school day. If a parent chooses to
register their child, there will be an separate nominal fee.
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•
•
•
•

3 Mead primary journals
2 boxes of crayons (16 qty)
3 large glue sticks
1 pair of scissors (please purchase Fiskar scissors
that do not cut clothing and hair)
• 1 book bag (large enough for books and folders)
• 3 large pink erasers
• 30 yellow #2 PRESHARPENED pencils – 3 at
school at a time (No mechanical pencils; suggest
TICONDEROGA – the erasers work well)
• 2 boxes of tissues - The teacher will tell you when
to bring to school
• 2 packs of lined index cards 3”x5” – bring one at a
time.
• 1 container of sanitizing wipes (such as Lysol or
• Clorox) – The teacher will tell you when to bring
to school.
• 1 bottle of hand sanitizer – The teacher will tell you
when to bring to school
General Note: Two light and healthy snacks
should be sent each day

General Notes:
• Two light and healthy snacks should be sent each day
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GRADE 1

GRADE 2

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

3 Mead primary journals
2 boxes of crayons (16 qty).
3 large glue sticks
1 pair of scissors
1 12-inch ruler (with centimeters, must be clear, flat, with
different length lines for 1”, 1/2”, 1/4”, etc.)
1 book bag (large enough for books and folders)
1 pencil pouch (large enough to hold pencils, crayons,
glue, scissors) NO plastic pouches
3 large pink erasers
30 yellow #2 PRESHARPENED pencils – 3 at school at
a time (No mechanical pencils; suggest
TICONDEROGA – the erasers work well
2 boxes of tissues -The teacher will tell you when to
bring to school
2 boxes of colored pencils
2 highlighters
2 packs of lined index cards 3”x5”
1 container of antibacterial hand wipes – The teacher will
tell you when to bring to school
1 container of sanitizing wipes (such as Lysol or Clorox
1 bottle of hand sanitizer – The teacher will tell you when
to bring to school
2 boxes of sandwich bags (ziploc)—For Grade 1 Only
1 vinyl pocket folders (the 5 Star brand is the best)

General Note: Two light and healthy snacks
should be sent each day

2 Composition Books
2 boxes of crayons (16 qty).
3 large glue sticks
1 pair of scissors
1 12-inch ruler (with centimeters, must be clear, flat,
with different length lines for 1”, 1/2”, 1/4”, etc.)
• 1 book bag (large enough for books and folders)
• 1 pencil pouch (large enough to hold pencils, crayons,
glue, scissors) NO plastic pouches
• 3 large pink erasers
• 30 yellow #2 PRESHARPENED pencils – 3 at school
at a time (No mechanical pencils; suggest
TICONDEROGA – the erasers work well
• 2 boxes of tissues -The teacher will tell you when to
bring to school
• 2 boxes of colored pencils
• 2 highlighters
• 2 packs of lined index cards 3”x5”
• 1 container of antibacterial hand wipes – The teacher
will tell you when to bring to school
• 1 container of sanitizing wipes (e.g., Lysol or Clorex
• 1 bottle of hand sanitizer – The teacher will tell you
when to bring to school
• 1 vinyl pocket folders (the 5 Star brand is the best)
• 3 book covers For Grade 2 Only

SUPPLY L ISTS

• 1 Large book bag (Please no wheels or toddlers
books bags). The book bag should be large
enough so all materials fit in 1 bag at the end of
the day
• Pencil pouch (soft pouches only)
• 1 change of clothing (must be official
uniform)
• 2 pairs of underwear and socks
• Pre-school nap sack (includes blanket and
attached pillow). Please do not include bed
sheets. One example is a roll up sleeping bag.
Kid size
• 2 Mead primary journals
• 2 glue sticks
• 1 Fisker scissors that does not cut clothing and
hair
• Ticonderoga Triangle Pencils – only bring 2 at a
time
• 1 large box of tissues – The teacher will tell you
when to bring to school.
• 1 container of hand wipes – The teacher will tell
you when to bring to school.
• 1 container of sanitizing wipes
(Lysol or Clorox) – The teacher will tell you
when to bring to school.
• 1 bottle of hand sanitizer – the teacher will tell
you when to bring to school
• 2 box of crayons (primary colors)
• 2 Large Erasers
• 2 lined index cards (package)

KINDERGARTEN

SUPPLY L ISTS

PRE-K4

General Note: Two light and healthy snacks
should be sent each day

1 book bag (large enough for books and folders)
2 red pens (No erasers or felt tips)
1 blue erasable pen
2 yellow highlighters
30 sharpened pencils (Ticonderoga)
3 glue sticks
3 large pink erasers
1 pack of colored pencils
2 personal pencil sharpeners with storage
1 pair pointed scissors
3 packages of loose leaf paper (wide-ruled)
3 glue sticks
1 box of washable odorless colored markers
1 transparent 12 inch/cm ruler
2 large boxes of tissues
2 containers of sanitizing wipes
4 book sox or book cover
4 pack of lined index cards 3”x5”
2 composition notebooks
1 Bible NLT
1 box of crayons
2 pocket folders vinyl pocket folders (the 5 Star brand is the best)—Three hole punched
1 dictionary
1 Thesaurus
1 5-subject notebook with three-hole punch
• 1 correction tape
• 2 packs of sticky notes
• 1 pencil pouch
• 1 3” binder
• 1 flash drive
• 1 college-level dictionary
General Note: Two light and healthy snacks
should be sent each day

SUPPLY LISTS

SUPPLY L ISTS

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1 book bag (only electronic books this year will go home)
1 Five Star 4-inch Capacity Zipper Binder
50 top load sheet protectors with three-hole punch
1 Five Star Flex Divider Note Protector 5 Pack
5 Snap In Folder 2 Pocket (Red, Dark Blue, Purple, Green, and White)
5 one-subject spiral notebook (Red, Dark Blue, Purple, Green, and White)
1 large boxes of Kleenex
1 container Clorox wipes
1 hand sanitizer
4 packs of 3”x5” index cards
2 bottles of white or correction tape
2 pkg. Post-It-note flags
4 packs of loose-leaf paper (college ruled)
2 pencil pouches with the following items:
1 box of red pens
1 box of blue or black pens
3 mechanical pencils with extra lead or 24 pre-sharpened pencils with
sharpner with storage

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

3 large pink erasers
4 glue sticks
1 pair of pointed scissors
1 box of colored pencils
1 box of highlighters assorted colors
1-flash drive
2 Composition Notebooks
1 pack of math notes graph paper 3 hole punch

SUPPLY LISTS

GRADES 5 through 8

GRADE 3 and 4

• 1 Bible NLT (preferable one that contains
both English and Mandarin)
• 1 college-level dictionary
• 1 Scientific Calculator

General Note: Two light and healthy snacks
should be sent each day
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RTCA Counselor:
Ms. Tracie Sharpe
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During the SSAP meeting, we meet with every
family individually for a 45 minute meeting to
begin to discuss the following:
1. Review the high school application process
2. Discuss possible schools interested in visiting
this fall
3. Review the required admission test for each
school
4. Discuss next steps

Deadline Dates
In order to ensure that RTCA meets all deadlines, we require that all teacher
recommendations, administration recommendations and transcript requests
be submitted at least THREE WEEKS prior to the school deadlines. If the
requests are not submitted with in this timeframe
RTCA cannot guarantee that all school supporting documents will be submitted by
the admission application deadline. This is a sample guideline to provide
guidance, please make note to check the high school’s application deadlines
and submit required documents accordingly.

Deadline Date

RTCA Submission Date

October 6, 2017
November 3, 2017

September 15, 2017

December 1, 2017
December 15, 2017

November 9, 2017
November 20, 2017

January 5, 2018

December 1, 2017

January 19, 2018

December 15, 2017

October 13, 2017
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HIGH SCHOOL ADMISSION CORNER

The Professional School Counselor provides
counseling services that are comprehensive in scope,
preventive in design and developmental in nature in
the areas of academic achievement, college and/or
career readiness and personal/social development for
all students. The Professional School Counselor acts
as a change agent and student advocate helping
ensure access and equity for all students supporting
the system’s overall vision.

SSAP (Secondary
School Admission
Planning) Meeting

HIGH SCHOOL ADMISSION CORNER

High School Admissions
Corner

REID TEMPLE CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

Go Conquerors!
The athletic philosophy of RTCA is consistent with
the vision of the school and supports the overall
program goal of helping each student to develop
socially and athletically, while building strong
moral character. At RTCA we are excited to provide
new opportunities for our students to participate in
extra-curricular activities that develop the physical,
mental, and social skills of our student-athletes and
help them understand the meaning of working
collaboratively on a team to reach a common goal.
Through team sports, RTCA seeks to inspire a
life-long interest in healthy living, to develop an
enthusiasm for working together to accomplish an
objective, and to encourage self-discipline and
responsibility.
RTCA volunteers are extremely important and vital
to the success of the athletic program. If you are
interested in coaching or assisting in any capacity
with one of the teams please contact
sports@reidtempleacademy.com

RTCA offers the
following Competitive
Sports:
1. Soccer- Grade 3 through Grade 8
2. Basketball – Grades 3 through Grade 8
3. Flag Football- Grades 3 through Grade 8
4. Track & Field- Grades 2 through Grade 8
5. Swimming – Grades 3 through Grade 8
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A TH L E T I C PRO G RA M

HIGH SCHOOL ADMISSION CORNER

RTCA Conquerors

Daily Snack and Mental Break
RTCA will be instituting snack and mental breaks daily for all students.
Parents are requested to send two healthy nut-free snacks with their
children that do not require refrigeration or microwaving. Research
suggest that in order to properly fuel a child’s body, he or she should eat at
least every three hours to keep their brains and muscles fueled. These
snacks should include a good blend of protein, healthy carbohydrates,
healthy fats, and water. There will only be time for a snack and not a meal.
While we believe this is a good practice, we will evaluate its effectiveness,
feasibility, and impact on our instructional program.

Electronic Textbooks--Grades 3 thru Grade 8
This year, RTCA will be expanding the use of electronic textbooks for
students in Grades 3 through 8. Chromebooks (that will remain at school)
will be provided to students in Grades 3 through 6. Students in Grades 7 and
8 will continue to receive a laptop.
All subjects’ textbooks will be loaded onto students’ laptops/chromebooks. In
some cases, students will be provided with a hardcover textbook for use at
home only. They do not need to be brought into school on a daily basis.
It is our prayer that this will help to eliminate students’ needs for the suitcase
style backpacks.
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RTCA Contact Directory
• Early Childhood (Pre-K2 through Grade 2)
Ms. Brenda Bethea
bbethea@reidtempleacademy.com

301-860-6578

• Lower and Middle School (Grades 3 through 8)
Mrs. Khadeejah Smith

301-860-6572

• Business Office (businessoffice@reidtempleacademy.com)
Mrs. Yolanda Dudley – Head of Business Office
Mrs. Monique Matthew – Accounting Associate
Mrs. Hirut Thompson – HR and Procurement

301-860-6570

• Admissions
Ms. Briana Young – Admission Coordinator
byoung@reidtempleacademy.com

301-860-6574

• Counseling Department/High School Admissions
Ms. Tracie Sharpe
tsharpe@reidtempleacademy.com

301-860-6579

• Auxiliary Programs (Before/After Care and Summer Camp)
Mrs. Semedra Fields - Head of Auxiliary Program
sfields@reidtempleacademy.com)
Ms. Shane Weaver – Assistant to Auxiliary Program
sweaver@reidtempleacademy.com

301-860-6573

• Athletics
Mr. Tennille Campbell
sports@reidtempleacademy.com
• Head of School’s Office
Dr. Donnette Dais – Head of School
info@reidtempleacademy.com)
Mrs. Ginger King – Executive Assistant
gking@reidtempleacademy.com

30

D I RE CT O RY

• Main Number: (301) 860-6570 Ms.
Pamela Waters - Office Support
pwaters@reidtempleacademy.com

301-860-6571
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