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•

January 1st: No school

•

January 9th: Shortened Day – Professional development

•

January 15th: Music Department Fundraiser @ Chipotle -7 Hazard Ave., Enfield (4:00pm-8:00pm)

•

January 21st: No School – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

•

January 22st: 2nd Semester starts

•

January 22st-25th: Kindness Week!

•

January 23rd: Shortened Day - Professional development

•

January 25th: Spirit Day – Wear black & gold, EWMS, East Windsor or Wildcats!

•

January 28th-31st: 8th grade math & science mid-term exams

Dear Families,
I hope everyone enjoyed the December break. We had a busy December at EWMS. The chorus and
band concerts had over 300 people attending each. The rumor from the music office is that the spring
concert is going to be bigger and better and we might even have more cowbells. The band and chorus
played and sang at the East Windsor Senior Center Holiday party, and some students from the choir sang
at Fresh River Healthcare for the staff and patients. In addition, on Friday, December 14th EWMS
participated in PJ Day, and we were able to raise $356.31 for Connecticut Children Medical Center for
Cancer and Blood Disorders. I am very proud of all of our students that participated and the student
council for collecting money during lunch waves.
As after-school activities get into full swing, it is important to ask your child if they are staying for the
late bus on Mondays and Thursdays. This assistance is much appreciated by our office staff as the
mornings are very busy.
Ms. Jenna Williams, one of our secretaries will be leaving us. Students, families, and staff will greatly
miss Jenna. We wish her good luck in her next adventure and hope she works on her Bostonian accent.
Over the past few years, the East Windsor Public Schools have worked to establish a strong
understanding of what we want to accomplish to support our students. This work has led to the
creation of the District-Wide Strategic Plan and instructional focus for each of the schools, two
instruments that help focus the work we do every day.
The next step in this process is to clarify what we want our students to know and be able to do when
they graduate from the East Windsor Public Schools. In order to create this vision for our district, we will
be asking for information from different members of the community. This vision is called the Portrait of
the Graduate. Please watch for a survey this month. We will be asking for your input in creating a vision
for our graduates.

Lastly, as part of the district strategic plan we are in the process of developing standard based report cards
for each school. The goal is to provide you with a more comprehensive report of your child’s academic
growth and classroom performance. BBES will introduce their standards based report card in Fall of 2019.
EWMS will begin using their new report card in Fall of 2020 and the EWHS in the Fall of 2021. The HS report
card will be a hybrid of traditional grades and standards based indicators. Over the next few months and
continuing until each school has begun using the new report card format, we will provide more information
so you are informed of how your child is graded and the content of the report card as well as opportunities
for your feedback and questions. Parents at Broad Brook will receive more detailed information this year as
we look to begin using the new report card next year. More detailed information will be provided for
families at the East Windsor Middle School and East Windsor High School as we get closer to implementing
the new formats at those schools. Please contact me with any questions at this time.
Tim Field
Principal

Guess Who!

Clues...
~ I have a rat named Teddy
~ I enjoy high ropes adventure parks
~ I have never been on a plane

WHO AM I??
**Last months staff member was Mr. Field**

Your Opinion Counts!

Do you have a question or an idea you’d like to see featured in our monthly
wildcat? We are always looking for parent and guardian suggesstions on how
we can improve! Send an email to svogel@ewct.org and you may see your idea
featured in an upcoming edition! Thanks for keeping the Middle School
PAWTASTIC!

East Windsor School District
School Climate Mission Statement

The East Windsor Safe School Climate Committee’s mission is to ensure a safe, caring and supportive
environment that encourages students and faculty to collaborate in learning. The Safe School
expectations are that students feel close to people at school, are happy to be there, feel a part of the
school, believe teachers treat them fairly, and feel personally safe while at school, increasing their
success academically and socially. A positive and compassionate school climate is one in which students
As we experience the cold weather, thoughts turn more often to snow. “Snow day” calls are
and adults are physically, emotionally and intellectually safe and free from bullying, harassment and
generally made very early in the morning on the day of a storm. I realize that calling for a delay, early
discrimination.
dismissal, or cancelling school due to weather impacts families. This year I may also utilize an early
dismissal, one hour earlier than our typical early dismissal schedule, if the forecast for weather would
Social Emotional Learning Lesson for the Month of January:
impact our typical early dismissal time. We, unfortunately, experienced this schedule once due to
Students will be focusing on Responsible Decision Making this month.
heat. While I believe that our students are better off being in school, my first priority is to the safety
Our Advisory period this month will focus on discussing each of the 5 essential questions listed below:
of our students and staff. I consider multiple factors when making the decision about school and
 How do I show respect towards others?
“snow days” including the road conditions, the forecast, and building/parking lot conditions. I respect
 How can I make responsible decisions?
that, at times, you may disagree with my decision. In those cases, I encourage you to make the
 How can I positively contribute to my community?
decision you feel is best for your child. I hope this helps explain some of the process used in making
 How can I realize my decisions impact myself and others?
these decisions. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. Thank you in advance for
 How can I contribute to a safe environment for myself and others?
your support during these winter months.
Kindness Week: January 22-25: We will be focusing our Advisory during this week to discuss students’
I also want to thank families for your flexibility in regard to parent/teacher conferences. The weather
ability to communicate their feelings and needs. They will discuss how to make positive decisions and
didn’t cooperate with us for our regularly scheduled conference times, but we want to provide the
how decisions can have an impact on others. We will also discuss how to empathize with others that
opportunity for families to meet with their child’s teacher.
have different feelings or viewpoints.
You will begin receiving information through newsletters, the parent portal, and automated
Erin's Law: The Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) focus for January will be Responsible Decision
messages about two important bodies of work in the district – our creation of a Portrait of the
Making. As part of the SEL lessons, we will be teaching child protection safety lessons for grades K-4 and
Graduate and our work in creating a Standards Based Report Card. Building administrators will be
safe dating lessons for grades 5-12 that comply with Erin’s Law. In 2014, Governor Daniel Malloy signed a
sharing more information with you in the coming months. At times, your input will be requested. I
law extending sexual abuse education in Connecticut schools. Erin’s Law requires all schools to provide
hope you will be able to provide feedback for us at those times to help us move the work forward.
child sexual abuse prevention education for all students, K-12, yearly. Representative lessons are
Thank you in advance for your assistance.
available on the district website under “Safe School Climate.” We hope you take the opportunity to
review these representative lessons. If you feel strongly that you do not want your child to participate in
I wish everyone health and happiness during this special, holiday time of year.
the portions of lessons that meet Erin’s law criteria, an opt out form is available on the district website
under “Parents.” If you have any questions, please contact your building principal.
Christine DeBarge, Ed.D
Thank you for your continued conversations with your children!
Superintendent of Schools
School Wide Spirit Days: *Show your School Spirit*
Friday, January 25th: School Colors: Show your school spirit by wearing: Black and Gold/Yellow, EWMS,
East Windsor or Wildcats!!
Colleen Bava
Assistant Principal

Welcome Back! I know our staff is rested and ready to get back to working on
behalf of all of our students.
Teachers and administrators have begun working on the FY20 budget. It will
be presented to the Board of Education and, with their approval, will be
presented to the Board of Finance. The dates for these discussions have not
yet been finalized.
Please look for information about the Portrait of the Graduate and the
Standards Based Report Card in our upcoming newsletters, so you can provide
input and stay updated about our work on both of these important items.
Stay connected with the East Windsor Public Schools through the district
website, www.eastwindsork12.org or the Parent Portal. Please contact Colleen
Mayberry at cmayberry@ewct.org, if you require assistance with the Portal.
Christine DeBarge, Ed.D
Superintendent of Schools

This month students will be doing the following…

In science, the fifth grade will be finishing up our unit on patterns of the Earth, sun and moon.
Our next unit will be focusing on ecosystems. In math, the students will wrap up unit 2 and then
move into computing with decimals for our next unit. In language arts, the fifth graders will
close out our figurative language unit and begin working with theme and plot with a focus on
narrative writing for unit 3. In social studies, we will continue to study relations with Indigenous
peoples.

In 6th grade, 2018-19 is an exciting year! First the science fair and now SALMON!!! We are
expecting the Atlantic salmon to be delivered the first week in January. The kids will be
learning about salmon growth and development during the second unit – Reproduction and
Growth. The culmination of the project will be releasing the salmon in the Salmon River in
Colchester, CT sometime in April. We need chaperones for this trip. Please, if you are
interested, make sure you are on the school approved chaperone list. Chaperones make this
trip successful!
In math, students are simulating a job experience and keeping track of income and expenses in
a check register. Also, students may now complete their math homework online using Khan
Academy online. I will be assigning skills every Monday on Khan Academy for students to
complete by Friday. There will be paper homework packets for students who do not want to
complete homework on the computer.

Our performance literacy students completed our debate unit by debating “Who is the More
Effective Civil Rights Leader - Malcolm X or MLK Jr.?” After weeks of research, our students
performed beautifully on their debates.

7th grade social studies students have finished their extraordinary projects on Eastern Europe.
They are now looking at Eastern European folklore and fairy tales. In January, 7th grade math
will be exploring multiplication and division with positive and negative numbers. We will also
extend our knowledge of solving equations. Foundations of Algebra will be extending our
knowledge of radicals for use in the Pythagorean Theorem. Cold days are ahead, but we look
forward to the days getting longer and seeing more sun. 7th grade science students are
currently investigating/researching the concept, conservation of matter. Using their prior
knowledge of chemical reactions, students will collect data demonstrating the conservation of
matter. Students are working towards explaining; “What happens inside your body after
ingesting an energy drink.” In January, the language arts classes will wrap up our unit on
Figurative Language and look into evaluating resources for research. We look forward to crosscurricular work with the Social Studies classes on this project.

The 8th grade team has a lot of exciting things coming up this month in the new year! In
language arts, students will be reading the popular novel, “The Giver”. In science, students will
be designing the perfect concert. In social studies, students will be finishing off a research unit.
Students will be taking their math and Spanish midterm exams during the last week of January
and first week of February. We wish you a Happy New Year!

The Life Skills Class is really excited about the upcoming holidays! We are working hard,
though! Taking a break from our academics, we have practiced sewing on buttons and ironing
t-shirts or jeans. We have had numerous offers of clothes to iron from people in the school. No
thank you, we are too busy cooking pasta and sauce, one mug treats, and cup-of-noodles!
This month we are reading science fiction books. Through these great books, we are taking a
step into the future and visiting outer space! In January, we will continue our fiction study as
we read fantasy books. We are enjoying books read aloud by Mrs. Rossetti and books that we
are reading independently. Perhaps in February, we will come back to reality!

In math, we are learning to solve one step equations. Boy, they can be confusing, especially the
word problems! And those Daily Math Reviews are taxing our brains because we have to
remember everything we have learned so far this year in pre-algebra! We will be continuing to
study equations in January as we start two-step equations.
We enjoyed the Lion’s Club Christmas Party! We wrote thank you notes to our sponsors for the
great gifts! Mrs. Rossetti treated us to grinders to go with the lunch at the party! Yummy!

Reminder: Our school store is up and running during all three lunch waves on Mondays!

LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER: Happy New Year! In December, all ELA classes visited the library for
book tastings & talks, and were able to view all of the new books purchased with the funds
raised at our fall fair. This January, book talks will focus on ‘New Series for the New Year’. As
always, the library web page has resources to book reviews, awards lists, and much more.

HEALTH/P.E.: As the winter months are here, please use your phone, agenda, or a simple note
at home to remind yourself to have sneakers for PE class. Health students should check the
parent portals and school website for any information and forms regarding Erin’s Law and
growth and development lessons.
STEM: For grades 5 this January, we have the good fortune of being associated with the James
Dyson Foundation (Dyson vacuum) once again. They have sent us educational materials to use
in the classroom revolving around design engineering. These materials include lessons on What
is a Design Engineer, lessons on 3D Isometric Design etc. In addition, they also sent one of
James’s design inventions (which will remain a surprise for students) to explore and discuss.
6th grade, our next project challenge “Communication Games” takes the students through the
process of building a prototype and communicating their process to other teams to see if they
can replicate the prototype. In addition, we will be working with the engineering design
process, decision making, and various methods on how to compare and contrast prototype
design.
7th and 8th grade, we will be introducing Design Engineering along with “Additive
Manufacturing” by utilizing the CAD (computer aided design) program, Tinkercad which is an
Autodesk product.
ART: 5th and 6th grade are up to their eyebrows in their textile units. We have been learning
about weaving and making all sorts of wonderful creations. But soon we will be storing the
weaving supplies and pulling out the sculpture supplies, as the 5th grade explores working with
papier mache, and the 6th grade explores how line can create form, by working with wire.
7th and 8th grade students are working on their value study paintings. They have been
exploring how to create value in various media, and learning to see value. In January they will
be working on creating a realistic monochromatic painting using only value to express form. It’s
quite a challenge, but I believe they are going to impress us all with the results!
BAND/ MUSIC: Our winter concerts this year were a success thanks to your talented children

and your dedication to the arts as parents! Thank you!

Please join us on Tuesday, January 15th at Chipotle at 7 Hazard Avenue in Enfield
for a Music Department Fundraiser! Come between 4:00pm-8:00pm and present our flyer or tell
the cashier you are supporting the EWMS Music department, and 30% of the proceeds will go
toward the program! This year we are aiming for lower field trip costs and matching t-shirts for
all who attend, so please come out and support us!

Parents:
As your students start the new year in 2019 here are some things that you can do to help them
have a successful second semester.
What You Can Do?
 Middle school students still need their parents to monitor their progress in school.
Check their grades regularly.
 Ask them to check their grades regularly on their portal.
 If a quiz or test is coming up ask them if they want help studying. See if they have a plan
on how to study.
 Ask them to give you one new thing they learned today.
 Encourage them to organize notebooks and homework every night and get everything
ready for the next day.
 Encourage them to get involved and join a school activity or club.
 Attendance is the #1 school success factor! Help your student understand the
importance of being in school every day.
Students:
Remember you are responsible for your actions and for the choices you make! Set a good
example for others and always try to do the right thing.
Reminder:
Second semester will begin at the end of January. Some students will be changing their Unified
Arts classes. Schedules may change. Please call me with any concerns about your child’s
schedule.
Reminder:
If your child is considering attending Rockville Vo-Ag or Cheney Technical High School there is
still time to apply. Please see Mrs. Blanchet for more information.

School meals offer students a nutritious and well-balanced lunch consisting of milk, fruits, and
vegetables, proteins and whole grains, and must meet strict limits on saturated fats and portion
size.
By following the strict regulations limiting calories, fat, and sodium all our entrée’s and snack
items reflect a healthy choice for students.

