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Welcome back to
THE THUNDER
TIMES . We hope
you guys are all
settled in and back
into school mode
after your long
weekend adventures. Didn’t it feel
like longer than
three days? School
just started a few
weeks ago, but I
think we’re all
ready for the next
long weekend.
Everyone should
have met their new
teachers, caught
up with their classmates and friends,
and also have
made new friends.
Remember to join
clubs that you are
interested in and
take part in school
activities. Fall is
prime time. As the
end of the quarter
looms over us, try

your best to get
good grades--but
don't get too
stressed out, and
definitely don't become overconfident. Make good
relationships with
the people around
you; they are your
family for the rest
of the year. Follow
the rules and be
respectful to everyone around you
and inshallah you
will leave for
breaks on a happy
note.
Concerning other
school-related
news, CPSA hosted
their annual fundraiser this month.
Alhamdulilah, we
collected about
$600,000 total, exceeding our overall
goal. The new
building is coming
along nicely and
hopefully will be
done soon. We are
glad to say that
this fundraiser was
a success; May Allah put barakah in
the establishment
of the new building.

During the fundraiser, a presentation was given
about Dr. Mohammed Salim. He was
the founder of
CPSA, and the presentation exemplified the dedication
and efforts he
made to establish
CPSA as what it is
today. We should
commemorate his
legacy by realizing
the privilege of being in an Islamic
school that has accomplished so
much in the past
decades.
Make sure to check
out the other sections of the newspaper for a good
laugh and great
advice. Don't forget to tune in next
month. May Allah
aid us in all that we
do, and may He
help us put in our
full effort and try
our hardest regardless of the task.

Elementary News
Alhamdullillah the last big
wave of new students has
finally settled in. The students are getting to know
their teachers and peers well
at this point. This month, the
elementary classes put together performances for the
fundraising dinner. Their performances were great and
really added to the success of
the fundraiser. There were
many activities set up for the
kids, like laser tag and balloon art to keep them entertained after their shows.
Along with their spectacular
performance, the fifth graders have also started Character Counts. This is something
that the fifth graders do
every year in which they go
to each class starting from

kindergarten and share some
of their knowledge about Islam with them.
Elementary kids are also going on their Eid field trip this
month on September 16th.
The upper elementary classes
are going to Goebberts Farm
while the lower elementary
classes are going to Fullersburg Woods. In addition to
this trip, the KG class will be
having their family picnic
soon. This is an event where
parents get more familiar
with the staff and other
CPSA families. Mrs. Sultana
has also been visiting the
classrooms recently and giving science demos to the kids
to get them more interested
in science, and to explain

what it’s all about. In addition, Accelerated Reader
(AR), an online reading incentive program, has started
giving the students quizzes
to test their skills in certain
areas and to improve their
reading comprehension.

JH/HS News
New things are happening
in the next few weeks. National Junior Honor Society
has started. This organization helps junior high students improve their character, service, and leadership
through a variety of community based activities. In
addition, Ms. Joudeh is
planning a field trip to the
Civil War Memorial in
Springfield for the 8th graders. Mathcounts has upcoming competitions and will
represent the school at difPage 2

ferent levels. High schoolers
should also try to attend AP
night, which is on Friday,
September 13th; this event
is planned to prepare students for the College
Board’s changes made to
APs this year. Also, NHS has
started tutoring so please
take advantage of this opportunity because first quarter will be coming to an end
soon.

Significance of Labor Day
The first Monday in September, Labor Day, is a national
holiday in honor of the
American Labor Movement.
It commemorates the individuals who came before us
and fought for shorter work
weeks, paid days off, employees’ rights, an end to
child labor, and safer working conditions. For many in
the United States, those issues seem to belong to another world and another
era. If we pause and contemplate, we can see that
these feats were not easy to
attain and that many sacri-

ficed their lives for the betterment of us all.
Fun Facts:
-Many organizers wanted to
recognize a day in September since it is halfway between Independence Day
and Thanksgiving, hence
Labor Day’s placement in
the calendar.
-The first U.S. Labor Day
was celebrated by a parade
of about 10,1000 workers
who took unpaid leave on
September 5, 1882, in New
York City.

-Oregon was the first state
to make Labor Day a holiday in 1887.
-Americans worked 12-hour
days seven days a week
during the 19th century!
-Historians say the expression “no white after Labor
Day” comes from when the
upper class would return
from their summer vacations and stow away their
lightweight, white summer
clothes as they returned
back to school and work.

Social Awareness
I’m sure almost everyone uses
some form of social media on
a daily basis or is at least somewhat affected by it. Sadly, we
are all being negatively affected by social media’s many
harms. Our ability to communicate with each other and to
just sit down and have wholesome conversations is disappearing every day. We’re being social without really interacting with each other, and
substituting real-life interactions for Instagram posts.
Social media affects physical
health by impacting your
sleep and stress. But on an
even higher level, our mental
health is being affected the
most. Social media requires us
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to invest so much emotion
into it, which results in greater
anxiety. The bullying and comparing yourself to others,
whether you think about it or
not, really takes a toll on you.
These are parts of social media
that will always exist and continue to stick with you. Be
aware that what you see on
social media is a lie, and people always pretend to have an
amazing life and always be
enjoying themselves. Social
media can be manipulated so
well that you can make your
life appear to be picture perfect. Be aware that others
around you may be facing
hardships that you might not
know, and you shouldn't give
up if you’re tested.

Remember, Allah (swt)
says in Surah Baqarah:
اَل يُ اكلِّفُ ه
َّللاُ نا ْفسًا إِ هَل ُو ْس اعهاا
“God does not burden any
soul with more than it can
bear” – Qur’an (2:286)
Keep in mind that you’ll be
much healthier mentally and
physically by choosing to live
with a lessened amount of
social media. We should also
try our best to be patient
when we are faced with issues
like social media’s toxicity.
Let’s start putting our phones
down or even deleting some
social media apps for awhile,
and strengthening our
friendships in real life instead.
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Ask “A”
Welcome to Ask A! Some of
our students featured here are
struggling with school work
this month. Here are some
possible solutions that may be
of help to them.
Question: What are some
classes you’re struggling with?
Answer: " I’m currently struggling with Algebra II Honors.
The class is a bit fast and hard
to keep up with. I try to study
extra on my own, but I’m not
sure if I should drop the class. "
Advice: Keeping up with an
honors class may be difficult. If
you’d like to stay in the honors
track, try getting help from
your fellow peers. In addition,
try to take advantage of after
school tutoring. Teachers are
available for one-on-one help
with students, and NHS offi-

cers are also available; if you
benefit from learning from students who took the class before, then that might be your
best shot.
Question: Are you stressed
out about anything in regards
to school work?
Answer: " Yes, I am stressed
with all the overwhelming
homework. Sometimes, there
is a week with barely any
work and then there is a week
full of tests, quizzes, and
homework. It gets tiring and
exhausting.
Advice: Homework can be a
big problem to deal with at
CPSA, but try to balance it
without procrastinating. Try to
finish assignments as soon as
possible, even if the due date
is later. In addition, use your
free time in school, such as

study hall, to finish work. It's
important you try to instill
multi tasking and management skills, because it becomes very vital later onwards
in high school and college. For
the most part, I’d say start
your homework early after
school, so that you can not
only sleep early, but also have
time for other leisure activities.

Lies About High School
Lies You’ll Hear About High
School






You will use this knowledge one day…* cough
cough* quadratic formula
All teachers treat students equally… deal with
it
High school prepares
you for the real world…
evidence shows as I myself am socially awkward
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You’ll have time to get to
class before the bell
rings...good luck trying
to get through a hallway
full of people
Getting good grades determines your life.. it
doesn’t but you should
still try
The counselor at school
doesn’t do anything…
Ms. Samah does help

Club Announcements
NHS(National Honor Society)
NHS has started tutoring this
week for Elementary & Junior
High and High School students for those who need help
in certain subjects. Additionally, NHS is organizing another cleanup on the adopted
highway along Route 53 on
Saturday, September 21st. After the first successful bike
ride, NHS is planning on hosting another one, so be sure to
show interest and attend. Last
but not least, Constitution Day
is coming up, so NHS is planning riddles related to the
Constitution in scavenger
hunt style for students.
GSC(Girls Student Council)GSC officers have announced
their first event—the Ashura
Iftar. The Ashura Iftar was

held on September 9th in the
gym for all 5th-12th grade
girls. They served food from
Chipotle and Little Caesars
with cake for dessert. The Iftar
was a success with lots of positive feedback from both the
students and staff. There were
plenty of fun and engaging
activities for students to enjoy.
Moreover, GSC is planning on
attending the American Heart
Walk on Saturday, September
21 from 9-11 am. Everyone is
highly encouraged to attend
and be apart of this cause.
FFN(Food for the Needy)
FFN has opened its doors to
all high school students. They
had their first meeting on September 5th for anyone interested in joining. There are donation boxes to raise money
that will be passed around

during prayer, so do your best
to donate to this important
cause. They are open to suggestions and ideas for future
events, so be sure to contact
them at cpsa.ffn1@gmail.com.
Mocktrial
Mocktrial had its tryouts and
people have been selected for
the state tournament other
categories. Please check the
selection sheet in the hallway
by the girls bathroom for more
information.
Debate
Debate had its first meeting
for both current and new
members.
UNICEF, Speech, and Red
Cross
There are sign up sheets up in
the hallways, so please sign up
if you’re interested in joining.

Magic Bars Recipe
Ingredients
- 9 x 13 pan
- Graham cracker crumbs
- A stick of butter
- One can of condensed
milk
- 1 1/3 cup of sweetened
shredded coconut
- 2 cups of chocolate chips
- 1 cup of crushed walnuts
Instructions
1. To make the crust, mix
the Graham cracker crumbs
and melted butter; Press it
down into the 9x13 pan
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2. Pour can of condensed
milk over the crust. Make
sure it’s spread evenly.
3. Layer the rest of the ingredients.
4. Put it into the oven at
350 degrees until lightly
brown.
5. Cut into bars after cooling.
6. Enjoy!
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Fun Facts about the Seniors
Madina Ahmadi: I can flex with my eyebrows
Saaniyah Sajed: I’ve smashed a wasp with my foot.
Eesha Chohan: I have a pet deer.
Henna Chohan: I can drown underwater.
Sidra Rehman: I’m a VSCO girl.
Amira Dadar: I am not a VSCO girl YAHHHHH
Aiman Nawaz: I’ve attended CPSA for all 14 years.
Suraiya Hashmi: I’ve travelled to over 10 countries.
Sabrina Sheikh: I can see with my eyes.
Fatima Mahairi: I’m a basic desi girl
Sarah Choudhury: I am hungry at least 10 times a
day.
Ayesha Hussain: I have a face under my niqab.
Miftha Syed: I can do the splits.
Zahra Irfan: I can function on 30 minutes of sleep.
Maimoona Mahek: I am scared of all creatures including humans.
Aneeza Ahmad: I love Andy’s
Zaynah Ansari: I have an album in my photos dedicated to close ups of bugs.
Iman Chaudhry: I can sleep with my eyes closed

Iliya Sherif: People don’t know a lot of things about
me.
Summayah Hussain: I can roller skate.
Juwairiyah Syed: I love eating ice.
Maaria Firdaus: I can fake cry.
Habiba Salmon: I eat everyday.
Fatima Ala: I’m a foodie
Sarah Ahmad: I can write font size .001
Ashraf Joya: I can run a mile in 5280 feet.
Muzzamil Khan: I bought legos and they said 5-6
years on them but I ate them in 30 minutes.
Emad Ullah: I can touch my elbow.
Zaeem Latif: I can survive CPSA for 14 years.
Junaid Mohammad: I can say the alphabet in alphabetical order.
Bilal Waheed: I can make a shadow clone.
Essa Khan: I can cook 60-second rice in 30 seconds.
Abdurrahman Khaja: I can shred a skateboard.
Sohaib Chaudhry: I turn in assignments when
they're due a year later.

Art Page

Does it look like it’s moving?

Your mind is playing tricks on you!

Do you see the black
dots?
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Fun Page
I can't believe I got fired from the calendar factory. All I did was take a day off.
I wasn't originally going to get a brain transplant, but then I changed my mind.
Why was Cinderella thrown off the basketball team? She ran away from the ball.
Riddle
It can't be seen, can't be felt, can't be heard and can't be smelled. It lies behind stars and under hills, and empty holes it fills. It comes first and follows after, ends life and kills laughter.
What is it?
The Dark
What 4-letter word can be written forward, backward or upside down, and can still be read
from left to right?
noon

Did You Know?
A page to open your mind to the quizzical, peculiar, and weird world around us!
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CPSA Kid Memes
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