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Time goes by quickly
when you’re stuck in
a khaki colored classroom with loud, shy,
and loving classmates. It’s already
been a month of intense note-taking,
laughter, and grade
begging. (A pro-tip is
to make sure not to
beg teachers whose
class you’re bad at.)
It has been an exhausting quarter for
seniors but FALL IS
FINALLY HERE!!! A
season with colorful
leaves that you can
play with, chilly
weather you can
wear sweaters in,
hot cocoa, the smell
of pumpkin spice,
and warm bonfires!
Besides the new and
up-to-date news
about what is happening in the school,
make sure to check
out our fall-based
pages!
One major event
CPSA is known to
have at the end of
every first quarter is
International Day.
International Day is
coming up during
the last two periods

of October 24th and
on October 25th
(PTC) as it is right
around the corner.
So make sure to stay
tuned to see the
food, clothes, and
performances from
numerous different
countries!
Ninth graders along
with the UNICEF
club are organizing
this exciting and eager day! You can buy
tickets at a stall in
the gym and take
them to each country to see if there is a
food or activity you
might be interested
in! There will also be
a box for each country that you can donate to, all the proceedings will be going to the country
that you contributed
to! Don’t forget that
a raffle will also take
place from the tickets that are bought
and the winner will
be announced at the
end of the 25th and
will go home with a
prize!
As we say farewell to
the first quarter, let’s
start with warmly
welcoming quarter
two. For students
who have been
slightly lacking in
their first quarter,
this is your time to
make everything

better. It may be
over said, but when
you don’t understand something in
class: ask your teachers. Teachers are
there to help you
and even if you
don’t feel comfortable, NHS offers tutoring, so don’t ever
hesitate to ask. For
our loving parents,
the biggest gift you
can give your child is
support. Motivate
your child when
they are struggling
and support him or
her when they want
to expand their
brain capacity.
Overall, from your
class of 2020 here is
a farewell to the first
quarter and an exciting beginning to the
second quarter. Time
is passing by too
quickly and by the
time we know it we
may have all graduated. So, enjoy it,
YES we understand
the workload and
everything is a lot.
But high school isn’t
forever; go outside,
rake the leaves, and
drink your pumpkin
spiced lattes.

Murder Mystery Story

Did You Know?

The dreary town of LomBoggins held a secret. An MC named Sidra worked at the town theater. One
night, after a show, she went backstage, looking for a microphone. Rummaging through the props bag,
something sharp poked her hand. It was a torch, black with a horrific skull at the end. Sidra jumped up
when she felt someone touch her shoulder--it was Madina Ahmadi, her coworker.
“Oh, hey Madina! Long day, huh? Look what I found,” she said hesitantly.
“It’s mine. Don’t touch my things,” Madina replied ominously. Sidra nodded, put the torch back in
the bag, grabbed her things, and returned home briskly.
The next day was a long one at the theater. Four shows, back to back, caused her a throat-ache. I

1. FALL COLORS ARE CAUSED BY THE AMOUNT OF SUGAR IN THE LEAVES.
The more red in the leaf, the more sugar that leaf is storing. That is why Maple trees are so vi
brant. Evergreens don’t change because their leaves have a thick wax covering that protects
the chlorophyll in the leaves.

deserve a night out, Sidra thought. With that, Sidra decided to eat out at Corey’s Diner, a famous diner in
LomBoggins. Donning her classic black show outfit, Sidra set out for the night.

A waitress seated Sidra at a small table near the entrance. She looked familiar. Sidra ordered her favorite dish, the Mediterranean special “Jambalaya”. Out of the corner of her eye, she spotted Madina with
an angelic lady entering the restaurant .A pang of horror struck in Sidra as she recalled last night’s eerie encounter with the torch backstage.
Sidra’s meal tasted delightful, but was served by that familiar waitress in a haste. She left a tip anyway; perhaps the waitress was just having a bad day. Sidra went home after her dinner. Little she slept. Pain
struck in her stomach; but she had eaten what she always ordered. What was the cause of her grueling
stomach pain? As she was falling asleep, a violent knock racked her door. Her heart rang in her ears.
She tiptoed to the front door, peeking in the view hole to see who it was. No one was to be seen.
Mustering up the courage, she lifted the hatch and pulled the door open. Was it a good idea? A rusty envelope sat at the front step. On the front read “ONE BY ONE” in rustic handwriting. Inside was a letter.

Opening for a performance at a show
Tomorrow night, you will glow
Come to the theater that sits in the neighborhood
CPSA, where happiness once stood
Should I go? She asked herself. I do need to get my mind off everything, after all. And so she went.
The next night Sidra parked her car in front of the red theater. Something was odd; it looked too

perfect. She made her way to the theater, and tried to open the door. Locked.

“That’s weird,” she muttered.
She noticed there was a rusty doorbell on the side and pushed it. Within seconds, the door opened
by the angelic lady Sidra saw with Madina. The uncomfortable feeling came back. Maybe this wasn’t a good

idea after all, she thought.

“Welcome, darling. I am so glad you could make it,” the lady said and pulled Sidra inside. They
walked in the dark, and their footsteps echoed on the walls. Her bony hand grasped Sidra’s wrist.
“Where are you taking me? We’re going to the stage, right? What’s your name?” Sidra asked, trying
to hide her fear.
“Why can’t we see--,” a push made Sidra fall down to the hard floor. She felt her hip bone bruise. She
screamed in pain and tried to get up to walk. With a step, she hit metal bars. She was in a cellar.
“Let me out!!” she banged on the bars, crying. A bright flame suddenly blazed in front of her--on that
torch. Thick fingers wrapped around it, and in the glow of the fire, she saw someone.
It was the angelic girl and Madina. I knew there was something wrong with her.
“The name is Fatima,” the angelic lady said dramatically. Madina snickered at Sidra’s growing rage.
“Bye Sidra,” Madina threw the torch into Sidra’s cellar, and hope of escape was defeated.
“Nice meeting you,” Fatima laughed, both making their way out. The two walked to the dining hall,
where they sat on luxurious chairs and laughed at yet another demise with the cursed torch.
*~*
In their laughter, they don’t realize that I am coming towards them. I have picked up that torch, and
I am now in power. The torch burns with blazing might. Perhaps it is the last of its use.
When they see me enter the room, I have already put the place up in flames. The fireworks made its
way up to the chandelier, and with a crackle of the rope it shatters in prisms over them and upon them.
I watch the scene with a grin. And then, I leave the torch in Madina's hands. She's not acting anymore. This is real. I whistle, dust off my hands, and walk away.
Who was the murderer?
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2. PUMPKIN SPICE HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH PUMPKINS.
Pumpkin spice is actually the spice mix used for pumpkin pies. It is made from 3 tablespoons
ground cinnamon, 2 teaspoons ground ginger, 2 teaspoons of ground nutmeg, 1 ½ teaspoons
ground allspice, and 1 ½ teaspoons ground cloves.
3. LEAVES DON'T REALLY CHANGE COLORS.
The red, orange, and yellow pigments in fall foliage are actually there all year, just under the
surface. Chlorophyll gives leaves its vivid green color while working to turn light into energy.
When sunlight diminishes in fall, chlorophyll breaks down, letting the plant’s hidden red, yell
ow, and orange hues shine.
4. THE TERM "FALL" CAME FROM A PHRASE.
In the early 1600s, people started moving into cities, and use of the term "harvest" lessened.
They started saying "fall of the leaf" to refer to the third season of the year, because the leaves
would fall from the trees. Over time, "fall of the leaf" was shortened to "fall," and it stuck.
5. LEAVES FALL BECAUSE OF A HORMONE.
As their exposure to light decreases in the fall, they start to produce a hormone that boosts
the growth of a cell between the stem and the leaf. As that happens, the leaf is basically
forced to fall off the stem.
6. IT'S THE BEST TIME TO SEE THE AURORA BOREALIS.
If you're looking to get a glimpse of the aurora borealis in the sky, you might want to wait for
autumn. The longer nights and cooler weather make fall "aurora season," according to NASA.
Geomagnetic storms are about twice as frequent during the fall, creating the light show. It’s
already been sighted in Finland a few days ago!

Student Art
On the left is senior Iman
Chaudhry’s hand made artwork
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Apple Crumble Recipe
With crisp evenings and radiant foliage, a simple delicious
dessert is the perfect way to
celebrate autumn. Treat yourself with Apple Crumble, a
soul-warming treat that will
not disappoint.
Servings: 8
Ingredients:
 6 apples
 1.5 cups flour
 1 cup brown sugar
 0.5 cups sugar
 1.5 sticks of butter
 1 cup pecans
 0.5 tsp salt
 0.5 tsp ground ginger

 2 tsp cinnamon
 Juice from half a lemon
 Vanilla ice cream (or
any ice cream of your
choice)
Directions:
1. Preheat the oven to
350° and grease a large
baking dish with butter. In
a mixing bowl, whisk together flour, brown sugar,
pecans, and salt. Stir in
melted butter until texture
is coarse and sandy.
2. Add apples, sugar, ginger, cinnamon, and lemon
juice to the baking dish.
Spread in an even layer,
and then press the crumb

mixture on top of the apples. Bake until apples are
bubbling and the top appears to be golden for
about 50 minutes.
3. Serve warm with ice
cream and enjoy!

Pumpkin Patches/Apple Orchards
It’s pumpkin and apple picking
season. If you like going to orchards, eating apple cider
donuts, taking fun pictures at
pumpkin patches, and finding
your way through corn mazes,
be sure to check out these spots
near the suburbs.
Visiting orchards is fun to do
with friends and family. With
Thanksgiving Break approaching, we should celebrate fall
and embrace seasonal spirit.
The weather is perfect for outdoors without the heat of summer --just be sure to stay warm
in the chilly fall evenings.
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Lincoln Park Zoo, Lincoln Park
This fall, Lincoln Park Zoo hosts
its annual fall fest. The festival
has a petting zoo, a pumpkin
patch and corn maze, several
play areas, as well as live professional pumpkin carvers, a carousel, train, ferris wheel, and an
edible garden. There is much to
do, and special events on certain days, like breakfasts, tours,
and lighting events. To top it
off, admission is free--you pay
$3 tickets for the attractions
you want to visit.

Plank Old Orchard, Wicker Park
This orchard is located in
Wicker Park, one train ride
away from Lombard. Aside from
the wide variety of apples to
pick, the baked goods are the
main attraction here; fill up on
apple cider doughnuts, fruitfilled turnovers, and caramel
apple cookies.
Jonomac Orchard, Malta, IL
Although this orchard is an
hour’s drive, not only does it
offer a corn maze, hayrides, a
pumpkin patch, private campfires, and a petting zoo, but also
includes a Barn Yard Play Area-a playground with giant hay
piles, duck races, and many
other amenities. Their afterschool special offers a discount
on weekdays; $2 admission for
adults and $4 for children.

Elementary News
Last month, the elementary
students were able to enjoy
the outdoors. The PreK-2nd
grade students went to
Goebbert’s pumpkin farm
for their first field trip. The
3rd-5th grade students
went to Sunset Knoll for a
picnic. Additionally, the upper elementary students
will be going on a field trip
this month to a Forest Preserve on October 31st.

to hatch. The 4th graders
have created projects on
puppets and book characters after reading about the
ecosystem. The 5th graders
made Native American
homes and learned about
their lifestyle. There’s a new
club called the Homework
Club that started for elementary students who need
help with homework on
Mondays and Thursdays.

This month there are many
exciting things coming up
for the elementary students, especially in their
classrooms. The 2nd graders have a chicken incubator in their class and are eagerly waiting for the chicks

Now that two months of
school have passed, there
are several competitions
coming up. The Geography
Bee will take place the
week of November 18th for
grades 4-8. The Spelling Bee
will be in December. More-

over, there is a brand new
competition coming up in
October for 3rd-5th graders. The competition is
called the Who Was? History Bee which will be a history trivia competition.
Good luck to everyone partaking in these competi-

JH/HS News
Welcome back to this section of the newsletter. Due
to the previous 8th grade
field trip cancellation, they
will be having one soon. On
October 2nd, the University
of Chicago visited CPSA and
had a presentation for the
11th and 12th graders.
They will also be visiting the
UChicago campus on November 6th, and UIC on October 21st. Students from
grades 6-11th will take the
PSAT on October 13th. In
Sha Allah, CPSA will be adPage 3

ministering the SAT on Saturday, November 2nd. UNICEF will also be hosting
their annual event, International Day, on October 24th
and 25th. All 9th graders
will be bringing in a poster,
games, and food of the
country they are assigned
to. This takes place on PTC;
so after getting your report
cards, drop by to see all
their hard work. For the
first time in CPSA, the seniors are taking World History with Brother Asim.

NJHS, which is the National
Junior Honors Society, has
started. It is the same as the
National Honors Society
(NHS), but for middle school
students instead of high
school students.

Club Announcements
SPEECH: Those that competed at Duke University
did very well and had amazing results Alhamdulillah.
The speech team is now
working hard to prepare for
the upcoming Missouri tournament and the first novice
tournament, which will be
on October 26th at Homewood-Flossmoor.

FFN (Food for the Needy):
The boys went to the Islamic Center of Wheaton
and packed food for those
in need, and the girls had a
food packing event for children in Uganda at Feed My
Starving Children. They
pass around a box after
prayer to raise money, so
please donate to help feed
the less fortunate!

GSC: The GSC will be hosting a non-uniform day on
October 23rd to raise
awareness for breast cancer
and will be having a presentation. They will be doing
projects and organizing different things for breast cancer awareness this month,
so stay tuned.

UNICEF: UNICEF has begun
preparing for International
Day, their biggest event.
They'll soon be passing out
boxes for donations during
the day, so please donate to
support those in need
DEBATE: Debate competed
at Homewood Flossmoor
and had awesome results
and those that competed at
Duke did great alhamdulillah. CPSA will be hosting its
own tournament on October 19th inshaAllah. If you
would like to help out,
please let officers know!

Asma’s Story as a Refugee
You may have noticed a hijabi
custodian who works at CPSA.
However, you may have not
known that she is an Afghan
refugee named Asma. Asma
came to the U.S. around 4-5 years
ago and her journey here was
quite eventful. Traveling around
in Afghanistan from village to
village, Asma was stressed and
terrified. Having no family with
her except her husband, it was
very difficult. Eventually, she
moved to Iran, but her stay in the
new country only lasted a week.
Afterwards, she moved to Turkey
where she resided for six years.
Asma thoroughly enjoyed Turkey, especially because there
were other Afghans there and
she didn’t feel as lonely. Her husband wasn’t a very helpful man
though; he would sleep most of
the day and hardly spare her a
glance let alone lend a hand with
the many chores she had to get
done. Asma also had three kids

Facts About JH/HS Teachers
Here is one thing you didn’t
know about some CPSA
JH/HS teachers:




Ms. Maryam: She can
speak in sign language
and is also a skilled calligrapher.
Ms. Sultana: She loves to
play basketball in her
free time and can make
free throws. :)
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Ms. Joudeh: She has two
kids in college whom
she loves to watch marvel movies with.



Br. Asim: His biggest fear
is heights. However, he
has climbed one of the
biggest mountains in
Colorado (and almost
fell off). ;)



Ms. Sumbul: She is one
of our new teachers this
year, is a CPSA graduate
from 2006. She joined as
a seventh grader in
2000, and now she has
joined CPSA as a
teacher. She shared lots
of memories with some
of the oldest teachers at
CPSA, who now are her
coworkers, including Ms.
Lodhi, Br. Iftikhar, and
Ms. Sultana.

while she was in Turkey and although the country was great for
her, it didn’t permit refugees to
work. From there, Asma decided
to file for a visa and come to the
US. When she first started out
here, Asma didn’t know where to
begin. She came to unknown territory with so many foreigners
and no one that spoke her language. However, she started figuring things out on her own.
When she first got here, her husband unfortunately became an
alcoholic. Later, she found herself
a job at O’Hare Airport but her
living arrangements are unknown. A few years later, she got
into a fight with her husband and
the police had to step in to stop
the two, but also took away her
kids. Asma did what any devoted
mother would do: she ran after
them and refused to leave her
children alone. It was at this time
that she divorced her husband
who still wouldn’t bother to do

anything in an attempt to support his family. Asma and her 4
kids were taken to a hotel and
later on to an ICNA shelter,
where they currently reside. ICNA
relief has helped Asma find housing, find a job, and settle down
into her new life. They do the
same with countless other refugees and people who are struggling. Asma’s brings awareness
about those who are struggling
like her. There are people who
are living in worse conditions,
who aren’t as blessed as Asma.
They are homeless, oppressed,
and starving, and it is our job as
Muslims to help relieve their suffering. Alhamdulillah, Asma is on
the path to recovery, but there
are others who aren’t anywhere
near it. You can help these people
by donating money to organizations or even the box that is
passed around after prayer.

New Movies
“Joker” revolves around the
past life of the iconic villain
of Batman. The movie follows the life of Arthur Fleck,
who is struggling to live in
Gotham’s fractured society.
A clown- for- hire by day, he
aspires to be a stand up comedian at night, but finds
that the joke always seems
to be on him. Arthur makes
one bad decision which
brings about a chain reaction that led up to his infamous role as Joker.
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I personally didn’t like the
movie, but I know many
people enjoyed it. I felt that
the movie focused too
much on his past, rather
than him becoming Joker.
The franchise spent the majority of the movie on his
clown job rather than his
crimes as Joker.
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