The Thunder Times

Volume 9 Issue 4
November/December 2019

Welcome Letter

Advisor: Mrs. Dilkash Rajapkar
Compiler: Juwairiyah Syed
Editors: Sarah Ahmad & Zaynah
Ansari

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
Welcome Letter

1

Winter Story

2

Elementary & JH/HS News

3

Madina Ahmadi & Sidra Rehman

Iman Chaudhry

Saaniyah Sajed & Henna Chohan

Social Awareness & Winter Prep 4
Fatima Mahairi & Fatima Ala

Club Annoucements & Recipe

5

World Winters & New Movies

6

We’re Thankful For... & Survey

7

Did You Know & Fun Page

8

Maimoona Mahek & Eesha Chohan

Sabrina Shaikh & Suraiya Hashmi

Everyone & Amira Dadar

Ayesha Hussain & Sarah Choudhury

Many enjoy the
changing colors of
the leaves as it is
the highlight of
Autumn. However,
Chicago experienced its first
snowfall in October! It was quite a
surprise, so be sure
to bundle up properly. To celebrate
the upcoming
break, NHS has decided to host a
Food from Fiction
competition! In this
competition,
groups or individual students recreate a fictional food.
The contest,
judged by CPSA
staff, is on November 22nd. Be sure
to sign up, have
fun, and eat some
food! Also coming
up is the long
awaited Thanksgiving break. Spend
time with your
families and enjoy
all the delicious
feasts to come. After Thanksgiving is
another holiday:

Black Friday! Go to
your favorite stores
and pick up some
sick deals.
For all you sports
fanatics, basketball
season has come
right through the
door. Tryouts have
already passed for
both the boys and
girls varsity basketball teams, but attend as many
games as you can
to show your support and cheer
your friends on!
Shout out to all
seniors for completing their first
round of college
applications! December and January deadlines are
coming, so try not
to slack off and
submit your applications on time.
Seniors and juniors
have attended two
colleges so far: The
University of Illinois at Chicago
and The University
of Chicago. For
some, it’s a tough
choice to decide
which one to apply
to.
Finals are also just

around the corner,
so try to get yourself organized and
start studying. If
anyone needs help
or assistance with
school work, Dr.
Junaid is willing to
help. Make a productive and organized schedule to
help manage your
time. Being in a college prep school
takes much of your
time up and leaves
little for other
things. This also
means possibly
struggling to keep
up with your
prayers, but make
sure to take out
time for your deen.
Finals month can
be very hectic and
stressful so create
time for yourself
and your family.
Remember to always stay positive
and enjoy the moments with your
friends and family.

Winter Story
It had been a while since we had a newcomer in this town. My beautiful black
crow gave me the news that we would be expecting a guest the next day. I
was ecstatic and started making my preparations right away. There is no better
time to have a guest than the winter holidays themselves. I sent out letters to
my people to tell them the plan and what they should prepare. I went to bed
early that day because everything begins tomorrow. I started off my day by
grabbing fresh wood for my fireplace and baking as many treats as I could.
Then I sat in front of the fire with my friend, the crow, waiting for John to bring
the guest to me. I heard the door knock and grabbed my cane and put on a big
smile to get into character.
“Good morning, Mayor,” John greeted me.
“Morning, dear.”
“This is Anna. She is our visitor for the next few days.”
“Welcome to Joyville, Anna.”
“Thank you, Mayor.”
“Here in Joyville we have a tradition that guests stay at the Mayor's mansion,
here.”
“Yes, Mr. John informed me. This is a very sweet and kind tradition. I would
love to stay here.”
“Thank you.”
I told John to grab Anna’s stuff and take it to her room. After Anna was settled
in, we sat and ate together. She talked to me about her family and her job, but I
didn't pay any mind to it and focussed on what we were gonna do next. When
she finished eating I told her to help me grab all the treats that I had baked and
carry them to the town square where the whole town would be gathered for a
celebration. Once we got to the townsquare and put down the treats I discreetly motioned John to begin. Two of the villagers came and tied up Anna.
John went to the middle and started announcing.
“Today we are gathered to celebrate our new guest Anna. As we all know we
have a tradition in this town to sacrifice a guest every holiday so we can have
more blessings in our life.”
At that point all the children and adults were putting marshmallows on their
sticks and getting ready to roast them over the fire.
“Mayor, would you like to do the honor?”
“Of course,” I answered with excitement and started walking towards Anna.
“You are a lovely young lady Anna, Thank you for being our guest and giving
us an opportunity to have more blessings in our life,” I told her sincerely and
pushed her into the fire with a smile while everyone cheered.
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Elementary News
Elementary is having a
lot of fun this quarter before winter break hits at
the end of December!
PSG organized an Enchanted Castle rent-out
as an alternative to trick
or treating, and raised
money for the school.
The first Box Tops collecting round was successful - elementary
came in the lead, raising
the most money and will
have a nonuniform day
on November 14th in
celebration of this
achievement. HS and JH
are encouraged to collect as well.

Third through fifth graders went on a field trip
to Fullersburg Woods on
November 8th where
they learned about nature and animals in our
local area. There will be
two firefighter visits in
the following weeks for
students to learn about
fire safety and prevention. On November 11th
students will be taking
part in the “Who Was
History? competition,
and the following Monday, the Geography Bee
will take place. PreK
through first grade will
be visiting DuPage Chil-

dren’s Museum in December, and second
grade will be visiting
Lombard Historical Society. Lastly, NED Show on
Kindness is a special assembly taking place in
December to boost student respect and good
social habits.

JH/HS News
College stuff is still continuing and seniors had
a mock interview on the
14th of November. Juniors and seniors also
went on a college tour
to University of Chicago
on November this past
month.
NHS held its first culinary
competition in CPSA on
November 22nd, and it
turned out to be a great
success. More than three
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hundred dollars were
raised for ICNA relief.
The annual geography
bee was held on November 11-15 for 4-8th
grades. Junior high had
a field trip on November
19th, and made many
memories.
ALL STUDENTS BEWARE
THAT SEMESTER EXAMS
ARE ARE COMING UP.
Start studying and asking your teachers for

study guides. Right after
finals, students get a 2
week break so enjoy it.

Social Awareness
Bullying is a major issue
that has been going on for
far too long now. It is hard
for many children to say if a
person is bothering him or
her while they are being
hurt too much. It is not easy
to tell someone about it because they do not know
who they can trust. If someone is bothering you, please
contact a trusted adult so
they can help you with
what you may be dealing
with. Bullying can lead to
many alarming things, such
as changes in mood and actions that a child would

never feel or do, leading to
situations that we would
never want to happen. One
may not think it is too serious, until it is. Children do
not have to deal with it by
themselves and should take
action to ensure they there
is someone by their side.
One can confide with a
friend and find a support
system with them whenever they need someone to
talk to. Bullies are people
who bring everyone else
down, just to raise their selfesteem. Do not give them
that. You can do better and

be the bigger person
(acting in a mature way).
Do not ever take to heart
what someone says to you
because they do not have
the right to say anything
that will bring you down.
Do not believe in THEM. Believe in YOURSELF.

Preparing for Winter
Winter can be a difficult
time- the weather is getting
colder, the days are getting
shorter, people are getting
sick...and so much more.
However, there are some
steps you can take in order
to feel better and be prepared for Chicago’s cold
weather. First, make sure
you are dressed appropriately for the cold- have a
warm winter coat, gloves,
hats, and socks. Even
though it may not seem like
a big deal to go outside for
“just” 5 minutes without
your coat, it can lead to you
getting sick. There are also
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ways to have fun- make hot
chocolate with marshmallows and consume warm
drinks. Activities would include snowball fights, building snowmen, and building
snow forts. There are also
activities going on downtown- although cold, it is
very beautiful. Activities include skating on the outdoor rink, going sledding
near the lakefront, looking
at ice sculptures, and enjoying the lights. One problem
in winter is that shorter
days can make you feel
sleepier, so make sure to
schedule yourself accord-

ingly and have all your
work done. This is a cold
and stressful time of the
year for all of us, but we will
get through it together inshaAllah!

Club Announcements
FFN (Food for the Needy): Behind the scenes, FFN has been
planning more events for these
upcoming months. They are
contacting Hesed House and
other food pantries in hopes of
a volunteer opportunity where
FFN members will be able to
cook a meal and serve the
homeless. They are also creating a poster dedicated to highlight notable volunteers and
current and past events taking
place. If anyone has suggestions for any activities, please
feel free to contact at
cpsa.ffn1@gmail.com.
UNICEF: On October 24th and
25th, UNICEF hosted their annual International Day and alhamdullilah it was very successful; 5,000 dollars were raised for
children in need.

Speech: The speech team has
been preparing for tournaments that will be taking place
almost every Saturday. On November 9th, the novices competed at Downers Grove South,
and Varsity Downers Grove
North. They will next be competing at Wheaton North.
Speech will also be having fundraisers soon, so stay tuned!
NHS (National Honors Society):
NHS held a cooking contest
called “Foods from Fiction,”
which took place on November
22nd. Participants were able to
work in groups and present
their dish to the judges. Alhamdulillah Zaynah Ansari received
first place and the event was a
big success, with over $300 dollars raised for ICNA relief. On
November 11, NHS celebrated
Veteran's Day by hanging flyers
in the hallway of veterans from

our very own community.
GSC (Girls Student Council):
GSC is having a movie night on
December 6th and an ice cream
social on November 26th for
Junior High and High School
girls, so keep your eyes out for
these upcoming events.
Debate: Debate has been preparing for upcoming tournaments including the November
16 one at Carl Sandburg.
MockTrial: The ISBA case has
been released, so the MockTrial
team has started to analyze and
look over the case.
Red Cross: RedCross is currently
trying to organize a CPR Training session.

Red Velvet Cake Recipe
Cake Ingredients
 2.5 cups self rising flour
 1 cup buttermilk
 1.5 cups vegetable oil
 1 teaspoon baking soda
 ¼ cup red food coloring
 1.5 cups granulated sugar
 1 teaspoon unsweetened
cocoa powder
 2 eggs
Frosting Ingredients
 8 Tablespoons plus 1/3 sticks
butter, softened
 10 oz cream cheese, softened
 1 lb box confectioners sugar
 2 cups chopped pecan pieces
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Cake
1. Heat oven to 350 degrees
2. Mix everything with an electric/standing mixer.
3. Spray three 9-inch round cake
pans with non-stick coating.
4. Pour batter equally into the
three pans and bake for 2025 minutes. (Test for doneness when a toothpick comes
out clean).
5. Cool layers on wire rack for
10 to 20 minutes.

2. Beat with electric mixer until
fluffy.
3. Fold in 1 1/4 cups of pecan
pieces: use to fill and frost
cake when cool. Take your
pecan pieces and chop them
until very fine.
4. Decorate top of cake with
remaining pecans.
5. Wait an hour and enjoy!

Frosting
1. Combine butter, cream
cheese and confectioners
sugar in a bowl.
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Winter Around the World
Chicago winters are very cold.
In the morning, we drive on
clean streets, from the comfort
of our cars, and our boots,
gloves, and warm drinks keep
us warm. When we go home,
our houses are well-heated,
and we can quickly recover
from the cold. However, many
people across the world don’t
have the luxury of warmth as
we do. According to the UN
Refugee Agency, in Lebanon,
UNHCR is helping refugees
through one of the worst winters the country has experienced in years. Thirty-four percent of Syrian refugees in
Lebanon live in nonpermanent structures that

were unprepared for the onslaught of successive storms
the season has brought. Staying warm is a serious concern
for refugees in Jordan as well,
the majority of whom live below the poverty line. Forced to
use blankets and scraps of carpet to cover windows and
doors in poorly insulated
homes, families struggle to
keep the cold out, and are in
desperate need of assistance.
In our own city, there are
thousands of displaced people
forced to survive the cold.
These are just some examples
of the adverse conditions of
the poor.

This winter, many organizations are hosting winter supply drives to help those who
are less fortunate. In the past
few weeks, CPSA has been
hosting coat, blanket, and
new winter supply drives; look
out for local drives, soon to

New in Movies
In the movie Abominable,
the teenage girl, Yi, discovers
a Yeti on the roof of her
apartment building. The yeti
had escaped from a compound in Shanghai owned
by wealthy businessman, Mr.
Burnish, who wants to use
him to prove that yetis exist
in the world. Meanwhile, Yi
spends most of her time playing the violin in honor of her
father who was a violinist.
The yeti, whom she names
Everest, wants to reunite
with his family on Mount Everest. Together, they embarked on an epic quest to
reunite the magical creature
with his family. However, it
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wouldn’t be easy as they
would have to beat the
wealthy businessman, Mr.
Burnish and zoologist, Dr.
Zara, who wanted to capture
the beast for their own personal gain. The fight for the
Yeti would determine its utter fate.
I really enjoyed watching the
movie because of the adventures that Yi and her friends
went through with the yeti,
Everest. Yi is extremely determined to bring Everest back
to his family and continues
along her path through
China, the Gobi Desert, and
the Himalayas. It was interesting since there was a lot

of suspense as Mr. Burnish
and Dr. Zara were chasing
after the yeti. I was surprised
to find out that one of them
took the side of the yeti and
joined Yi and her friends to
take him home. Overall, I
thought the movie was entertaining and emphasized
the importance of family and
friendship.

What We’re Thankful For
Iman: I’m thankful for my family and friends because they are my motivation for everything I do in life.
Saaniyah: It’s been a long, hard road to complete college applications. I am so thankful for my family and friends for encouraging me and believing in me that I can get till the end. I am grateful for the opportunity to apply to college and be
assured that I can reach my dreams with ease, Alhamdulillah.
Madina: I’m really thankful towards my friends and family. I get stressed quite easily at times but they’re always there to
help remind me to not let everything get to my head and to breathe.
Sidra: I’m thankful for my family and friends and cat. Thankful for college apps to be over. Thankful for Iman for giving us
excuses to party.
Zaynah: I’m thankful for having so many opportunities and blessings in my life without even asking for them, some of
which are as simple as having a place to live, food to eat, and a family. I am also extremely thankful for being born in a
Muslim family because there are so many who have to struggle to find the right path on their own.
Aiman: I’m thankful for having family and friends who never cease to love and support me. I’m also thankful for being able
to live in good health, peace, and comfort.
Juwairiyah: I’m thankful for the countless blessings that I have such as supportive friends and family, a warm place to
sleep, and food on the table every night.
Sarah Ahmad: I’m thankful that I have so many basic necessities that so many people don’t have across the world like
keeping warm in the cold winter and food everyday. I’m also grateful for my family and friends who always support me
and never fail to brighten my day.
Suraiya: I’m thankful for my family for helping and supporting me in my life. I’m thankful for my friends for bearing
through school with me and motivating me every step of the way. I’m thankful for my teachers for always encouraging us
to become better people and giving us helpful advice.
Ayesha: I am thankful for my family, friends, and teachers for helping me throughout life and with any problem I have,
whether it be college applications or being hungry. I really appreciate the people in my life, and I hope to give back to
them someday.
Maimoona: I am thankful for my family, friends, and teachers for supporting me throughout the college application process along with other blessings.
Fatima Ala: I am thankful for my family, friends, and teachers, along with all the blessings I have, such as having food to
eat and a place to sleep.
Fatima Mahairi: I’m thankful for my friends, family, and teachers. I don’t know what I’d do without them.
Eesha: I am thankful for my friends and family.
Amira: I'm thankful for my family and my friends and teachers. Shoutout to my family for always being lit and my friends
for driving me crazy and eating food with me. Shoutout to Mrs. Dilkash for always being so sweet. I wouldn’t have made it
this far without ya all.
Henna: I am thankful for my friends and all the good memories I have made with them. I am also grateful for food and a
school where you can be you.
Sabrina: I’m thankful for the opportunities I have. Being able to attend school and go home to sustenance is a blessing.
Sarah Choudhury: i am thankful for Everything

Thanksgiving Survey
Are you that one desi kid who
eats chicken instead of turkey
on thanksgiving? Well here are
some more weird things most of
the student body in CPSA do
during the Thanksgiving Holiday. Check out the results down
below, you will be shook.
1. Chicken or turkey?
75% say chicken, 8% say turkey
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2. Pumpkin pie or desi sweets?
42% say pumpkin pie, 58% say
desi sweets
3. Cranberry sauce or mirchi ka
salan?
33% say cranberry sauce, 67%
say mirchi ka salan

5. Mashed Potatoes or French
Fries?
50% say mashed potatoes, 50%
say French fries

4. Cyber Monday or Black Friday?
42% say Cyber Monday, 58% say
Black Friday
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Did You Know?






The earth is closest to the sun during the winter
More than 22 million tons of salt are used on U.S. roads each winter. That comes out to
about 137 pounds of salt per person.
Snow is translucent, not white
The most snow to fall in a 24-hour period in the United States is 75.8 inches
Syracuse, New York tried to make snow illegal

Fun Page

Procedure

Supplies

1.

Cut your paper in half lengthwise, then fold into an accordion. I started by folding the paper in half, then half again,
so that there is an even number of pleats created.



White paper



Scissors

2.

Cut off one pleat to use as a template



Pencil

3.



Stapler

Squash the rest of the accordion together and staple at
center

4.

Draw your snowflake pattern on the template you created
and cut it out

5.

Trace design onto stapled paper and slowly cut your de-
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