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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Dear BBS families,
Happy New Year! Students are revisiting their goals and setting new ones for the
remainder of the year. As you will read in the bulletin we are very focused on
learning. If you have any questions about your child’s progress, please contact
his/her teacher.
Laura Foxx,
Over the past few years the East Windsor Public Schools have worked to
Principal
establish a strong understanding of what we want to accomplish to support our
students. This work has led to the creation of the District-Wide Strategic Plan and instructional focus
for each of the schools, two instruments that help focus the work we do every day. The next step in
this process is to clarify what we want our students to know and be able to do when they graduate
from the East Windsor Public Schools. In order to create this vision for our district, we will be asking
for information from different members of the community. This vision is call the Portrait of the
Graduate. Please watch for more information in the newsletters and through the portals. We will be
asking for your input in creating the vision for our graduates.

The BBS mileage club kicks of the year with the theme “My future is so bright I got to wear shades!”
All are welcome to join us on Monday, January 7th from 5-6 PM to earn miles by walking the school
while wearing shades.
All are welcome to join us on Tuesday, January 15th at 6:00 PM for a School Governance Council
meeting. At this time, we do not have an elected council so we are inviting anyone who would like to
join us. Our agenda will include information about a new standards based report card next year,
Portrait of a Graduate and an update on BBS data.
2nd Quarter report cards will be posted on the parent portal on January 28th. Parents will not receive
a paper copy. If you need help accessing the portal please contact Mrs. Murphy at 860-623-2433.
On January 30th the CT Science Center will bring its outreach program, The Science of Suds, to
BBS. All students in grades PK -4 will be able to enjoy this show. This event was made possible
through a Lego and CEA grant.
Thank you very much to the EWPTO for purchasing BBS a new laminator. This tool is used by every
staff member to create instructional tools for the children. We appreciate the generosity of the PTO.
As always if you have any questions or concerns, please contact Mr. Ryan, the Assistant Principal or
me.
Sincerely,

Laura Foxx

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
East Windsor School District
School Climate Mission Statement
The East Windsor Safe School Climate Committee’s mission is to ensure a safe, caring
and supportive environment that encourages students and faculty to collaborate in
learning. The Safe School expectations are that students feel close to people at school,
are happy to be there, feel a part of the school, believe teachers treat them fairly, and feel
personally safe while at school, increasing their success academically and socially. A
positive and compassionate school climate is one in which students and adults are
physically, emotionally and intellectually safe and free from bullying, harassment and
discrimination.

Matthew Ryan,
Assistant Principal

Social Emotional Learning Lesson for the Month of January
The Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) focus for January will be Responsible Decision Making. As part of the
SEL lesson, we will be teaching child protection safety lessons for grades K-4 that comply with Erin’s Law. In
2014, Governor Dannel Malloy signed a law extending sexual abuse education in Connecticut schools. Erin’s
Law requires all schools to provide child sexual abuse prevention education for all students, K-12, yearly.
Representative lessons are available on the district website under “Safe School Climate.” We hope you take the
opportunity to review these representative lessons. All students will be using problem solving skill around grade
appropriate scenarios.
Kindergarten: The Always Ask First Rule
Grade 1 : The Always Ask First Rule
Grade 2: The Always Ask First Rule
Grade 3: Ways to Stay Safe
Grade 4: Always Ask First
SEL Follow up for Responsible Decision-Making in January
Grade K: Have each student create a drawing showing him-herself following the Always Ask First Rule.
Students can write the Always Ask First Rule as a caption for their drawing.
Grade 1: Have each student create a drawing showing him-herself following the Always Ask First Rule.
Students can write the Always Ask First Rule as a caption for their drawing.
Grade 2: Have students write a sentence or paragraph about one time they followed the Always Ask First Rule.
Grade 3: Have students write a sentence or paragraph describing what they would say and do to refuse to break
the Never-Never Rule.
Grade 4: Reflective Writing: Why do you need to always ask first before going somewhere, doing something, or
accepting something from someone, even if you think it seems safe?
School Wide Spirt Day
The Great Kindness Challenge
Once again this year BBS will participate in The Great Kindness Challenge. For one week BBS will continue to
work on creating a culture of kindness in our school.

January 22nd—25th
Tuesday - January 22nd
Learn about a staff member day: Ask any staff member 1 fun fact about themselves.
Wednesday- January 23nd
Thank you day: Draw a picture or write a letter thanking an important adult in your life.
These will be posted on our SEL Board For the Month of February. Say Thank You to all the adults in our
building. Show that you appreciate all that the staff does for the school. Mr. Tony, the Lunch Ladies,
Secretaries ect…. All those adults that help Broad Brook School be the best it can be! When you see them
make sure you say thank you!
Thursday- January 24rd
High Five day: Give 3 high fives to staff or friends.
Friday- January 25th
Compliment day/ School Spirt Day: Give 3 compliments to someone in another grade level/Wear school colors
(Black and Yellow or gold) or clothes that say Broad Brook or East Windsor!

SUPERINTENDENT’S CORNER

Welcome Back! I know our staff is rested and ready to get back to
Dr. Christine DeBarge
working on behalf of all of our students.
Superintendent
Teachers and administrators have begun working on the FY20
budget. It will be presented to the Board of Education and, with their approval, will be
presented to the Board of Finance. The dates for these discussions have not yet been
finalized.
Please look for information about the Portrait of the Graduate and the Standards
Based Report Card in our upcoming newsletters, so you can provide input and stay
updated about our work on both of these important items.
Stay connected with the East Windsor Public Schools through the district website,
www.eastwindsork12.org or the Parent Portal. Please contact Colleen Mayberry at
cmayberry@ewct.org, if you require assistance with the Portal.
Christine DeBarge, Ed.D
Superintendent of Schools

East Windsor Public Schools is responsible for the identification of students with disabilities who may
require special education services for children ages 3 to 21. The Broad Brook Elementary School will
be holding screenings for students ages 3-5 throughout the school year. These screenings will take
place on the first Friday of each month. Screenings can be scheduled by contacting the special
education office at 860-623-3347. In addition, please contact the special education office to schedule
an appointment for children ages 5 to 21 that may require special education services or with any
questions regarding a child’s development.

FRC NEWS
East Windsor Family Resource Center!! 860.627.9741
Happy New Year from the FRC!
~ Mrs. Meehan’s classes are settling back into
the school routines! This month activities and
learning experiences will focus on winter, snow
and artic animals! Mrs. Meehan will continue to
use Handwriting Without Tears to introduce
letters of the
alphabet. Sensory
activities include all
things cold: ice and
(hopefully!) snow!
~ Mrs. M is
facilitating groups
Mondays through
Thursdays from
9:30am to 10:30am in Room A6 at Broad
Brook Elementary.
These hour long,
FREE playgroups
offer children with a
variety of
experiences
through appropriate
art and sensory
activities, circle time with stories and songs,
and opportunities to explore with other young
children. Children ages 0-5 and their parents/
caregivers are invited to all play and learn
playgroups. The FRC offers a FREE parent
education and family support program using
the Parents as Teachers (PAT) curriculum
which serves families throughout pregnancy
until their child enters kindergarten, usually
age 5. Personal visits can be offered at home
or at the Family Resource Center where a
Parent Educator will share appropriate child
development and parenting information. The
visit will also include a developmentally
appropriate activity for parents/caregivers to
participate with their child.

PRESCHOOL NEWS
We hope you all had a wonderful holiday season
with your families and enjoyed a restful winter
break!
Preschool is excited to hit the
ground running in 2019! This
month we will be working more
with numbers and in math. The
students will be matching,
counting and comparing numbers
0 – 10 and working to increase
his or her numbers senses. We will continue to
explore the concepts of more and less and begin
to take a look at graphing! We will continue to
work on our letters, sounds and rhyming using a
multi-sensory approach and the Handwriting
Without Tears curriculum.
We will explore more fairy
tales, reading stories such
as, The Three Little Pigs
and Three Billy Goats Gruff.
The students will learn
about the characters in the story, the problem
and the “happily ever after” ending. We will
engage in sensory play to explore our 5 senses
to help us understand about smell, touch, taste,
hearing and seeing! The students will also
explore winter, snow and hibernating animals!

Please work on
self-help skills
with your
children at
home. By this
time in the year
the students
should be putting on coats, mittens/gloves and
hats independently, as well as boots and shoes.
Your child should also be working on zipping his
or her coat. Children should be able to pack and
unpack their backpacks too!

~The next FRC Advisory Board meeting is
scheduled for February 5th 2019 at 7pm in the
BB School Conference room.
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KINDERGARTEN NEWS
Reading: The
Kindergarteners are
learning that readers
can go on adventures
in books. They have
been learning about
what characters are as
well as the setting of
the story. They enjoyed many different
versions of the gingerbread man and then had
fun comparing and contrasting the stories
characters and events. The kindergarteners
have also been practicing many of the
important skills needed to be good readers.
They are learning to manipulate sounds in
words. (Phonemic awareness) They can
rhyme words, break words into syllables and
can hear the first sound in a word as well as
begin to sound out simple three letter words.
Math: The Kindergarten students are
continuing to explore counting. They are
learning that counting tells how many there are
in a group regardless of the order in which the
objects are counted. They have learned that
the last number said when counting tells the
total number of objects counted. They students
are also practicing using the vocabulary words,
greater than, less than, and equal to. They are
also learning about how teen numbers are
composed of a set of 10 and extra ones. We
have been very busy in math!

FIRST GRADE NEWS
Reader’s Workshop
First graders are currently in the unit, Making
Meaning from Fiction Texts. Students are able to
identify characters, setting, and major events in a
story. Also, students will retell in sequential
order, using the terms, “beginning”, “middle”, and
“end”. By the end of the unit student will learn
how to understand the main idea of the story and
in some books identify an important lesson from
the story. Students will learn about the lesson
the main character learned and connect to their
own life. For example, Rainbow Fish learned to
be a good friend and he should share and that
means I need to share my toys with my friends.
After your child reads their story to you, have
them try to retell what happened in the story.
In writing, students have been working on
narrative stories. Students will create their own
narrative. The stories will have characters
(themselves, family, or friends), setting, and
sequenced events.

Math Workshop
In Math, after holiday break we
will be learning counting to 120
and Place Value. We will be
developing strategies for
breaking down a two digit
number into tens and ones, finding numbers on a
100 chart, and comparing two digit numbers by
using place value. Students will learn how to use
the symbols greater than >, less than <, and
equals when comparing two numbers. Your child
will be able to read, write, and count up to the
number 120. We will be using the 120 chart to
find numbers, to also find one more, one less, 10
more, and 10 less than a given number.
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SECOND GRADE NEWS
In reading, we have introduced
Unit 3: Nonfiction and
Research. Students will begin
to explore and use various text
features including captions,
bold print, subheadings,
glossaries, indexes, electronic
menus and icons in order to
locate key facts or information
in a text. Students will also be
asked to describe the connection between a
series of historical events, steps in a procedure,
or scientific concepts. To conclude the unit
students will participate in a shared research
and writing project where they will gather
information from resources in order to produce a
report.
Our third math unit is underway. The students
have been assessed on adding two, three and
four two-digit numbers. By the end of this unit
students will be able to fluently add and subtract
within 100 with and without regrouping using
strategies based on place value. As in unit one,
students will continue to solve word problems by
using drawings and equations with a symbol for
the unknown number to represent the problem.
We have begun our first
Science unit on beaver
habitats and how beavers
work as engineers.
Students will explore the
natural processes of
weathering and erosion at
the hands of beavers.
Students will investigate
these events by looking at
both quick and slow change. During this unit
students will investigate, construct models,
construct explanations, and design
solutions. By the end of the unit students will
gain an understanding of how landforms and
water features change as a result of
beavers. Students will see photos, videos, and
maps that illustrate these ideas.

THIRD GRADE NEWS
During the
month of
December
our
students
have
worked
extremely
hard on
their
nonfiction research projects. They have found
topics of interest and are developing detailed
paragraphs in response to the questions they
have about their topic. We are very proud of the
effort they are putting forth. We will continue to
complete these projects as we start the new year.
Later in January, we will start the new year with a
unit that focuses on the similarities and
differences across texts and genres. We will be
focusing on author’s purpose, point of view, text
structure, and the central message of the text.

In the month of
January we will
continue our current
unit on computing with
whole numbers. We
will work on rounding
to the nearest 10 and
100, regrouping with addition and subtraction,
problem solving, and understanding patterns. We
would also like to encourage our students to
continue practicing their multiplication tables,
especially their 2s, 3s, 4s, and 5s facts.
The third grade teachers would like to wish all of
our students and their parents a happy and
healthy 2019!

The second grade team hopes you and your
family have a healthy and happy 2019! We
look forward to seeing the students on
Wednesday, January 2, 2019.
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FOURTH GRADE NEWS
In reading, students continued their work with
nonfiction texts. First, they read closely to
identify the author’s claim (the point the author
is trying to make). Next, students had to identify
the evidence and reasoning the author included
to support his/her claim. Our next unit takes us
back to the genre of fiction with an emphasis on
characters and theme. We will focus on the
strategies of determining importance,
summarizing, and inferring. We will analyze the
story elements of our read aloud, Escape From
Mr. Lemoncello’s Library.
In math, we wrapped up the last unit with long
division. The common core expectation requires
students in 4th grade to find quotients through
arrays, place value, and using known equations.
This is very different than the long division
"steps" many of us (adults) learned in school.
There are some great videos that show how the
students learned division. You can check them
out at http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Cnf1NM4Bf8U or http://learnzillion.com/
lessons/1484-divide-fourdigit-dividends. These
will help you support your son/daughter as they
continue to work on this skill at home. Our next
unit explores factors and multiples.
As always, students should be practicing their
multiplication facts DAILY, since automatic
recall of the facts makes learning the grade 4
math concepts much easier. Some ways the
students can practice is to use flashcards,
xtramath.org, and multiplication.com.
In science, we wrapped up our unit: US National
Parks and Their Changing Landforms. Student
groups were challenged with designing a
prototype to decrease and prevent erosion at a
given site. Groups had to sketch their design,
label it, and describe their reasoning for using
particular supplies. Using mock supplies, they
then built their prototype. Each model was then
tested with a “rainstorm”. The groups then
reflected on whether their design was
successful or not at decreasing or preventing
soil erosion.
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ART NEWS
Winter Birch Trees
Third Grade
Trees are great inspiration
for artists! Birch trees grow in
several regions and always
look magnificent regardless
of the time of year. This was
the inspiration for “The
Winter Birch Tree” lesson.
Pastels were first used for
the background. We grouped the pastels into cool,
warm, and complementary colors to help students
choose what color scheme they wanted, and
discussed color combinations. Students also
viewed pictures of winter landscapes at different
times of the day. Before using chalk pastel students
cut a piece of manila paper to cover the bottom of
their watercolor paper in order to keep it white to
resemble snow. The manila paper was gently taped
to the bottom of the paper. After demonstrating the
choices of pastel colors, background blending
techniques, and how to keep the bottom part of the
paper white, students started to create their own
winter sky.
During the next art class I demonstrated how to
create birch trees using cardboard strips and a small
amount of black paint. Starting at the top of a sheet
of white paper students dipped the cardboard lightly
into the paint, holding the cardboard perpendicular
stamped each line of the tree trunk. Students used
a dry brush technique to stroke small amounts of
paint to create the black pattern on the birch tree’s
trunk. Although it took some practice, the students
got the technique and created several beautiful,
realistic-looking birch trees.
The final step was to discuss the placement and
organization of their work. We were then ready to
cut and glue our trees to the pastel background. We
removed the mainila paper exposing the white
“snow” underneath. Students positioned their trees
where they wanted them in the background. I
encouraged them to have some of the tree branches
overlap with one another to look more
realistic. After the trees were positioned and glued
down we talked about light and shadow. The final
step was adding shadows using a pencil and a
ruler. Lastly, snow was created by lightly spraying a
50/50 mixture of paint and water over the picture
using a spray bottle. The students are so proud of
their finished pieces and how realistic they look!

GYM NEWS
In grades pre-K, K, one, two, three, and four, we
have been enjoying activities that explore
basketball skills and concepts- shooting, dribbling
and passing along with sportsmanship and
perseverance are found throughout all lessons and
activities this month. Most recently a game called,
“Clothesline Basketball” which gives all students
the opportunity to practice and improve their
basketball shots has been a real fun experience. A
rope suspended between the basketball hoops
starts at 7 feet and increase to the height of 10 feet
providing students the opportunity to shoot where
they are successful and work toward a higher goal.
Students who make the 10 foot height with their
shots may increase the distance from where their
shot generates.
Conversation points What is BEEF? Cues for a
set shot: Balance, Elbow, Eyes, Follow Through.
What do we do first before we move with a
basketball? Dribble
What are the two types of passes? Bounce and
Chest
Mileage Club is closed for the season, I want to
thank the parent volunteers who made it possiblewe will see you in the spring. Push Up and Away
club is up and running! When the signs are
displayed the children may join after they enter the
school in the morning. If students eat breakfast at
school they are directed to eat breakfast first before
coming to the push up and away club. Children
perform three sets of plank-style moves and pushups before heading on their way to start their day
If you have any questions or I may help with,
please let me know!
Miss Daniele

Third Grade
class playing
“Clothesline
Basketball”
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LIBRARY NEWS
December was National Computer Science month,
and all K-4 BB students got a chance to be computer
programmers (programming, or writing computer
code, is one thing that computer scientists do). Did
you think you had to be in college, or really smart at
math to learn coding?
Well guess again! Computer code is simply a set of
step by step logical instructions. These instructions,
called algorithms, are behind every game, every app,
and every website that you use daily. And there are
games that teach coding in a fun way.
Coding teaches children to think logically, to solve
problems, and to be creative. It enables them to see
that mistakes are not failure, but clues to help solve
problems. It teaches stamina and perseverance. In
other words coding helps kids stick with challenging
tasks, and feel good when they succeed. And maybe
some of our students will write apps for the rest of us
in 10 or 20 years!
In library class, I have introduced students to the
computer science courses at Code.org. Through a
series of games and puzzles, by snapping blocks
together, students use logic to program the
characters to do certain tasks.
Students in grades 2-4 have begun the Express
Course: https://studio.code.org/s/express-2018?
section_id=1978994
K-1 students are using the Pre Reader Express
Course: https://studio.code.org/s/pre-express-2018?
section_id=1978994
The good news is: Your child can do this at home!
Every 2-4th grader has an individual log in (which I
am giving to teachers to send home) and can move
forward at their own pace. Younger students can try
the different lessons in the Pre Reader Course. You
might enjoy doing these games together.
From the Student page of the school website, choose
Library Media Center, and then Code Studio under
the Resource Links. Log in with the Teacher Code
and Student password (an image or a pair of words).
This is all on the information I’m sending home via
classroom teachers. Please email me if you have
questions. eshapiro@ewct.org. Happy Coding!

READING CENTER

NEWS
Our readers are growing by leaps and bounds. We
thank you at home for your support and encourage
you to keep reading to your children. Read from
great books, the newspaper, from the computer, a
magazine, road signs, maps and cereal boxes.
When there is nothing to read, sing a song, recite a
poem, tell a story. We do all this, and give this
advice, because we know that the depth of a child’s
vocabulary is the number one predictor of success in
reading, in school, and in life.
Here in the Reading Center we are working to build
students ability to navigate text at his or her
“instructional level.” That means that we are working
within an area of complexity in which the student can
read and comprehend much of the text
independently, yet allows for new learning provided
by the teacher. There are few new strategies
explicitly taught with each new book. Our goal is to
advance our students’ ability to read increasingly
complex texts with the goal that they read grade
level text independently.
Providing support at our students’ instructional level
is one aspect of literacy instruction. Another, very
important part, is what is explicitly stated in the
Common Core Standards. Every student, every day,
should have the opportunity to read (or be read)
complex text. Why? When students encounter text
with dense meaning, sophisticated vocabulary,
unique structures they are engaged in thinking. By
this, students learn to remember, understand,
analyze, evaluate the text or message, and apply
new ideas to their work and to life. We offer these
complex texts in our curriculum and encourage all
families to have conversations about the deeper
meaning of stories and implications of nonfiction. For
help in finding quality, age appropriate text check out
some book review sites such as http://
childrensbookreviews.pbworks.com/w/
page/15753294/FrontPage , or ask your librarian at
the Warehouse Point Library. WHPL is a great place
to relax and to
have some great
adventures!
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MUSIC NEWS
CONGRATULATIONS to all the students who
performed in the Winter Concert. You did a
FABULOUS job and performed like
professionals. Grade 3 students will be
starting recorders when we return from
vacation. I will let each class know when to
bring them in. We will not use them the first
week we return.
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RESPONSIVE
CLASSROOM CORNER
Energizers are used in
our classrooms for many
reasons but primarily
they are used for mental
and physical breaks, as
focusing tools. Because
they are playful moments
during the day they also
serve to help teachers to re-connect with their
students. Energizers are quick, whole-group
activities that can be done anywhere and
anytime in the school day. They can be lively
or calming, academically focused or just for
fun. In just 2 or 3 playful minutes energizers
get students moving, breathing more deeply,
laughing, and singing or chanting together.
Their spirits are refreshed, bodies relaxed,
brains alert and clear, and they’re ready for
more productive learning!

MATH CENTER NEWS

Want a tasty idea to incorporate math into your
child’s life? Bake together! Yes – reading a
recipe, measuring ingredients with measuring
cups and spoons, doubling or tripling a recipe,
counting the total number, dividing cookies up for
“equal shares” are all great benefits from learning
the basic academic skills of reading and math.
So, when the weather outside is frightful, bake a
cake, or some brownies, or a few dozen cookies!
Add to the pleasure by SUBTRACTING as you
eat them and ADDING them to your belly! J
Christine Casella
Numeracy Coach

Adapted from Energizers! 88 Quick
Movement Activities that Refresh and
Refocus K-6, by Susan Lattanzi Roser

Christine Casella
Consulting Teacher for Responsive Classroom
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BBS PARENT PRESS
Q.
How are student complaints handled?
A. When we receive complaints from
students or parents our goal is to rectify the
problem and teach students how to resolve
conflict.

Thank you to the EW PTO
for another successful
Holiday Store!

Once we receive a complaint we gather as
much information as we can and then make an
informed decision on next steps. We always
speak with all parties involved to determine all
sides of the situation and ask questions to learn
more. Once we have all the information then
we make a decision about next steps.
Next steps will always include a time for the
students involved to have a supervised
conversation with each other so they can make
amends and talk about a better way to handle
the situation. Sometimes a consequence for
behaviors or a safety plan are warranted.
Often these investigations are relatively quick
and take only several minutes. Sometimes they
are longer and may take a few days, involve
contacting parents and formal notifications. As
always we will keep you informed as to what is
occurring.

The Cafeteria at BBS will be kicking off the
New Year with a game! Here’s how it works:

If you choose a lunch tray with a sticker on
it, you will receive a tasty, frozen dessert! The
sticker game will run once a week with two
winners per grade level, all you have to do is
buy lunch!
Be sure to keep an eye on our menus as we
will post a sticker on which days we will be
playing the sticker game!

Do you have a question or an idea you’d like
to see featured in our parent bulletin? We
are always looking for parent and guardian
suggestions on how we can improve!
Send an email to kmurphy@ewct.org and
you may see your idea featured in an
upcoming edition! Thanks for keeping Broad
Brook School PAWSOME!

JANUARY 2019
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY
1

WEDNESDAY
2

THURSDAY
3

FRIDAY
4

SATURDAY
5

NO SCHOOL—
Welcome back to
NEW YEAR’S DAY
school!

PRE K—NO
SCHOOL
- Winter
Reading
Challenge
due!

6

7

8

- Family
Mileage Club
“Shades
Night” 5-6p.
Wear
sunglasses.

13

14

9

10

EARLY RELEASE
1:30

15

11

12

- Mr. Ryan’s
Grade 4
Leadership
Conference

16

17

18

19

23

24

25

26

- School
Governance
Council
Meeting
6PM, all are
welcome!

20

21
NO SCHOOL—
MLK DAY

22
“LEARN ABOUT A
STAFF MEMBER
DAY “

EARLY RELEASE
1:30

“HIGH FIVE DAY”

WEAR BLACK
AND YELLOW!

“THANK YOU
DAY”

27

28
- 2nd Quarter
Report cards
posted to
Parent Portal

29

30
- “Science of
Suds”
Assemblies

“COMPLIMENT
DAY/SCHOOL
SPIRT DAY”

31

2/1
PRE K—NO
SCHOOL

